02/ 01/ 2000

Dr M A PPP representative will be appointed Senator for its support of BN

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - A nmenber of the People's Progressive Party will be
appoi nted a senator to enable the party to have sonmeone with a "governnent
post", Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad sai d tonight.

He said the party representative woul d be appoi nted as soon as there was
a vacancy in the Senate.

Speaki ng at the PPP's "open house"”, he praised party nenbers for being
"l oyal and enthusiastic supporters” of the Barisan Nasional during the
general el ection although none of themwas sel ected as a candi date.

Dr Mahathir said not all |eaders and nenbers of BN conponent parties
coul d be appointed to the Governnent.

"However, this does not nmean we di d not appreciate the support of BN
conponent parties. | amdeeply indebted to the PPP."

The party has organi sed open houses to celebrate the four mgjor
festivals in the country - Hari Raya, Christnas, Deepavali and Chi nese New
Year - on the first day of the new year since six years ago.

Present at the function were Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali, PPP
president Datuk M Kayveas and his wife Datin Bl anche O Leary and sone
1,000 party nenbers and their fanili es.

Dr Mahathir said BN | eaders and nenbers shoul d not expect any rewards
for the work and support to the party.

Speaking to reporters later, Dr Mahathir said Ml aysi ans nust be tough
and strive to be dedi cated and hardworking citizens to face chal |l enges of
the new mllenni um

"Qur target for the newmllenniumis to achi eve devel oped nati on
status. W nmust work hard fromnow on. It is possible since Kuala Lunpur
residents' per-capita incone has surpassed t he US$20, 000 (RM76, 000) narKk.

"The next step is for us to ensure that the whol e nation achi eves the
target," he added.

(END)
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