03/ 04/ 2000
Dr M Nation has gai ned much fromthe Sepang circuit

Pat vi nder Si ngh

SEPANG, Sun. - Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad sai d today
the Sepang International Crcuit had brought nmuch gain to the country and
was built in the national interest.

He said during races, footage from Sepang and adverti senments on Ml aysi a
were shown repeatedly for hours to nore than 600 million people around the
wor | d.

Dr Mahathir said fromthe aspect of advertising Malaysia to the world,
he believed it would cost RM billion, giving as an exanpl e the screening
of a pronmptional filmon Ml aysia over television in Japan which he said
woul d cost RML million per minute.

"I want to reiterate that we have invested many mllions in building the
circuit but we have had returns many tines over. If we see it fromthe
val ue of national interest, the value of this circuit is 10 tinmes nore
than our spending (onit)," he told reporters after |launching and | ater
wat chi ng races at the Mal aysian Mdtorcycle Grand Prix at the Sepang
International Circuit (SIC).

"I'f we want wi de exposure, we have to spend RM2 billion, maybe nore. But
this way, we invest RM80 million for the circuit, twi ce what we spend for
tourismpronotion for two years.

"But the returns are very big for, besides advertising benefits, we get
tourists coning here. They spent RVBOO million during the Fornula One
races and | amconfident that in the com ng years many nore woul d cone, "
Dr Mahat hir said.

He added that SIC chairman Tan Sri Basir Ismail informed himtoday that
booki ngs for the Forrmula One race had already totalled RML5 million while
reservations had been made for hotel roons.

On conmplaints that prices of tickets to races at SIC were high, he said
he woul d di scuss the matter with Basir on reducing the cost.

On the Opposition's contention that the circuit was wasteful, Dr
Mahat hir said: "For themeverything is wasteful. Wat is not wasteful is
when they enter nosques that we built to insult us.”

On the KR Mbdenas engi ne that was shown to himat the SIC, he said
Mal aysi a must have the ability to design and produce engi nes.

"That is why we set up the Proton (car) industry. Not so nuch to nake
cars but to learn engineering. Now we have the ability in the techni que of
desi gn and production of engines,” Dr Mhathir said.

( END)
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