27/ 02/ 2000

Dr M Change may be needed for race to progress

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - In a thought-provoki ng address to Bum putera
prof essi onal s, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mbhamad rai sed several issues on
their resourceful ness, culture and val ues.

The Prime Mnister said a race coul d succeed on the strength of the
values it subscribed to and its cultural roots. And if its val ues and
culture were detrinmental to the community, then they could be repl aced
wi th better ones.

This was essential if the race wanted to continue to devel op, Dr
Mahat hir told 1,200 participants of the Young Mal ay Professionals
Congress. The two-day congress is jointly organised by Mara and Ansara, an
associ ation of forner students of Mara junior science coll eges.

Dr Mahat hir said al though cul tural change woul d take time and cause
tremendous shock, it coul d be done.

"Al'l races have the sane capabilities. No one race or ethnic group is
nor e capabl e than anot her. "

Gving a historical perspective to his statenent, he said: "Wen the
jahiliah (pre-Islamc) Arabs began to assinilate good and nobl e val ues
fromlslam they becane a noble race, dignified and highly civilised."

Anot her exanpl e were the Mongols who energed froma nonadic race split
in smaller, warring ethnic groups to becone a united and di sciplined force
under Genghi s Khan. Their changed cul ture brought them success, with an
enpire stretching fromChina to Hungary.

As for the Malays, Dr Mahathir said they were under Western col oni sation
for 450 years and quite happy to receive "political pension", and having
their country and econony nanaged by outsi ders.

But this gradually changed, and the Mal ays began to assert thensel ves
and enmbraced a culture of change to becone nore progressive.

"It took a very long tine, but change they did.

"In 42 years, a dignified, nodern and respected race rose. But it's not
yet matured and has not reached its full potential. And the sad fact is
that there are already signs that this fragile, young civilisation is
about to decline rather quickly."

He cited the | ackadaisical attitude of the Ml ays as one of the reasons
why they were too easily satisfied, involved in power grabbing and were
enem es with each ot her.

"If these tendencies are not addressed, this nodern civilisation which
we are steadily nurturing will fall. As it is only 40 years old, there may
be no nmeani ngful |egacy that can be left behind. Al our efforts in the
four decades since i ndependence will be futile."

He al so drew reference to denpcracy, saying that extrene adherence to it
had | ed to sonme changes in the culture of the Mal ays. The sense of
di sci pline, courtesy, politeness and nationalismwere now bei ng gradual ly
replaced with a nore liberal attitude and unlimted personal freedom

"Are we bored with the civilisation we just raised? O do we believe
that the changes now taking pl ace based in |iberal western denocracy bring
nmore good and devel opnent at a faster rate?"

Dr Mahathir al so touched on the econonic status of the Malays and the
efforts of the West to dictate the world econony through gl obali sation.

He said the concept of globalisation was created because foreign
capitalists saw that the devel opnent of tel econmunication technol ogy coul d
be used to nonopolise trade activities worldw de, and through that,



politics.

As such, "change for the sake of change"” does not reflect the maturity
of the Malays, and that careful evaluation nmust be done before change was
i mpl enent ed.

However, he said although the Mal ays were faced with many chal |l enges in
the face of globalisation, they did not need to reject change outright.

( END)
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