07 JUNE 2000
T. Kemang- Mahat hi r
DR M VOTE FOR BN W TH PROVEN TRACK RECORD

PORT DI CKSON, June 7 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mohanmad has
urged voters in the Tel uk Kemang parliamentary constituency to el ect the
Bari san Nasional (BN) as it had proven to have brought progress and
devel oprent to all Mal aysi ans regardl ess of race.

The Prime Mnister said if they voted for the Opposition, they would
not get anything whereas the BN woul d continue to inpl enent devel opnent
progranmes as prom sed in the el ection manifesto.

"The BN will stick to the prom ses that can be fulfilled.

"They are not pronises that cannot be realised such as pronises to send
to heaven and things like that. Don't be influenced by efforts to hate the
governnent. What we gain by that," he said in his nessage published in the
Umo website www. ummo. org. ny.

Dr Mahathir said BN s wi nning chances | ooked bright and was confi dent
that the coalition would be returned with a bigger magjority than it secured
in the | ast general election.

In the by-election being held follow ng the death of Tel uk Kenang MP
S. A, Anpal agan on April 28, BN s S. Sothinathan is being chall enged by
Rusl an kasi mof Parti Keadil an Nasi onal .

Dr Mahathir al so deni ed Qpposition clainms that the BN would bring nore
devel oprment to Opposition-held constituencies to west the seats like in
Kel ant an.

"The water supply services in Kelantan is not satisfactory and the
Kel ant an governnent is seeking help fromthe federal governnent as it
cannot provide clean water supply. This showed if the Opposition is
el ected, there'll be no assistance at all," he said.

Asked on the Opposition's nmove to use the nosque and tenple issues in
their canpaigns, Dr Mahathir said such tactics could be disastrous to
Mal aysia's religious freedomand raci al harnony.

He said PAS and Keadilan actually do not respect nmosques as the pl ace
of worship of Muslins as evident fromtheir actions to bring in non-Mislins
into the National Msque.

Dr Mahathir al so urged the Mal ays who are the mgjority voters in Tel uk
Kemang to vote for the BN candi date al t hough he was an I ndi an.

"The Mal ays nmust renenber that in other areas where a Malay is a
candi date but he needed the support of the Indians and Chinese to clinch a
win for Umo. The sane also applies to PAS in Malay-majority areas, if they
don't get Chinese and Indian support, they cannot w n.

"This time, the Mal ays have an Indi an candi date, Hence, we must return
the favour...in other places, the Chinese and Indians help us. W will |ose
if we do not hel p others because others will not help us," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the BN had practised the policy of hel pi ng one anot her
fromthe very begi nning while PAS | eaders who never want to do so before
were now prepared to enbrace with DAP chairman LimKit Siang nerely to
gar ner support.

On devel opnment in Tel uk Kemang, he said the area had good
infrastructure facilities and efforts would be nade to continue providing
such facilities apart frominproving various assistance in the field of
education to schools and teachers.

Asked on the Opposition's nove to continue harping on the Japanese
Encephalitis (JE) viral outbreak in their canpaigs, Dr Mahathir said it
woul d affect BN s w nning chances because the governnent had done



everything within its means to tackl e the probl em

"What did they (the Opposition) do for JE? How much hel p did they
provi de? What they knowis to blane the governnent. It's not the governnent
that brought the JE...it's a disease,” he said.

In other countries, no governnent woul d pay conpensation to a |ivestock
i ndustry facing probl ens, he said.

"I know even in Europe, when the nmad cow di sease spread, the
governnents did not pay conpensation. In Mlaysia, we gave a |l ot of
assi stance to control the disease,” he said.

On the | ack of support fromthe DAP to Keadilan in this by-election, Dr
Mahat hir said the DAP had realised that it had been cheated by PAS

"Because they wanted to be friendly with PAS, the Mal ays di d not
support, the Chinese also did not support, Karpal (Singh) and Kit Siang
lost," he said.

He said if the DAP showed that it could still cooperate wi th PAS and
Keadilan in this by-election, the Chinese support for the DAP woul d erode
further.
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