13 JUL 2000
Abdul | ah- Devi ant
DUTY OF ULAMAS TO RESCLVE DEVI ATl ONI ST- TEACH NG PROBLEM

KUALA LUMPUR, July 13 (Bernama) -- Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badawi said today it is the ulams who should play the main
role in resolving the problemof deviationist teachings.

This was because it was the ulamas who knew best questions relating to
I sl am ¢ Law.

"We as politicians should ensure that our coll eagues do not support or
give their blessings or synpathies to people involved in deviationist
teachings," he said when asked to conment on the statenent by PAS that it
woul d not act against its nmenbers involved in the Al -M'unah group.

Speaking to reporters after opening the "SM One Stop Sol uti on 2000"
sem nar and exhibition at the Mnes, Seri Kenbangan near here, he said it
was up to PASif it wanted its menbers to continue foll owi ng wong
t eachi ngs.

Abdul I ah, who is also Hone Mnister, said the real threat to |Islamwas
fromMslinms thensel ves who were not far-sighted and did things according
to their whins and fancies to the extent of causing problens.

The Deputy Prine Mnister said there was i ndeed a threat which could
deviate the faith of Muslins and apart fromthat there were so nany other
things that were happening to Islamleading to activities that could
tarnish the religion.

When peopl e get involved in these activities and becone receptive to
calls toriot, fight and hate each other it would threaten the country's
stability and peace, he said.

He said the people should value the present peace and security in the
country and have the right perspective towards freedom of worship.

In this respect Muslins were expected to practise the correct teachings
of Islamand safeguard their imge and that of the country and their
religion, Abdullah said.

Asked as to how such an incident involving the Al Ma'unah group could
have taken place in the first place, he said a clearer picture would energe
after a thorough probe by the authorities had been conpl et ed.

Asked whet her any Umo nenber was involved in the Al Ma' unah group
Abdul | ah who is al so Umo Deputy President said he had not obtained the
bi odata of all nenbers of the group.

He al so said Umo was ready to consider the statenment by PAS President
Datuk Fadzil Nor that his party was ready to sit down with Umo to discuss
measures that woul d prevent deviationist teachings and incidents such as
the one in Sauk, Perak, recently.

Abdul | ah said not only deviationist teachings that coul d be di scussed
but al so other activities which were carried out in the nane of religion
giving rise to all kinds of problens to the people.

"There are people inmparting incorrect teachings and nmaki ng w ong
rulings. There are al so people creating hatred towards t he governnent using
religi ous avenues. Sone gave wong and confusing information."

For instance some spread the fal sehood that Prime M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad had said there was no need to be thankful to the
Rasul ul | ah.
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