09/ 09/ 2000
E- Vil | age begi nning of new era, says Dr M

Pat vi nder Si ngh

CYBERJAYA, Fri. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said toni ght Ml aysia was
set to gain new know edge and t he necessary techni cal know how of the
"wonderful new electronic world of entertainnent” with the opening of the
E-Vill age.

The Prime Mnister said for Malaysia, the E-village was one of the nore
nonment ous occasions to signify the beginning of an exciting new
entertai nnent era.

"The devel opment of E-Village and particularly the virtual and Sound
Studios clearly denpbnstrate our ability to keep up with, if not ahead, of
a burgeoning IT industry and growing market," Dr Mahathir said when he
officially launched the E-Vill age.

He said with the E-Village, Ml aysians woul d wi tness a growth of
opportunities, both social and econom c, the transform ng of society and
t he buil ding of new creative skills and prof essi ons.

Students, he said, would enbark on new courses and training related to
IT and its "nyriad applications". New talents, he said, would be born

"The learning curves of all will change as we i merse ourselves in
managing | T potentialities. Truly the vision to establish an entertai nnent
centre goes beyond nere entertaining.

"It is also going to help in devel oping the skills and capacities to
handl e the nodern and fast changi ng technol ogi es invol ved i n entertai nnent
in the Informati on Age."

The Prime M nister expressed optimsmthat with the devel opment of E-
Village, Mal aysi ans woul d set thenselves the right targets and goal s that
woul d not only liberate the country as an industrialised nation, but
enl arge the boundaries to test and chal |l enge t hensel ves i nto achi eving
nor e.

He said the studios were naturally the point of entry for Malaysia as a
devel oping country and like the Multimedia Super Corridor in the |arger
context, it would be the engine of growth for the E-Vill age.

"A whol e new infrastructure will emerge and the foundation of hi-tech
entertainment will be laid fromwhich we can further devel op and generate
revenue or earnings," he said.

Dr Mahat hir hoped the E-Village woul d be the springboard for attracting
international filmproducers and providers of entertai nment, addi ng that
t here was new resurgence of fil m making.

Mal aysi a, he added, had ventured into the industry at the nost opportune
tine.

He said fil mnakers were constantly on the | ook out for producing films
and works of art in a better and nore international environnent.

"Through E-Village we can provide conpetitive facilities and | ocations
that accurately represent cultural depictions of Asia in all its diversity
and its col ourful people," Dr Mahathir said.

The local filmindustry, he said, would al so benefit fromE-Village as
its standards woul d i nprove and becone conparable to those produced at
ot her entertai nment centres.

"I look forward to the day when our honme-grown filns and ot her
i nternational productions carry the credit nention of having being
produced in "E-Village Studios Malaysia'," Dr Mahathir said.

Dr Mahat hir ended his speech saying: "...STANDBY... ACTION'"

And t he show began. .
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