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East Tinorese face a |l ong wal k to progress

Jai | ani Harun
VHEN | ndonesi a nmade East Tinor one of its own in 1975, the world did not
pay too nuch attention.

Jose Al exandre Xanana Gusmao, |ike Yasser Arafat and Nur M suari, began
to lead the struggl e for the forner Portuguese col ony's i ndependence. Over
the years, East Tinor becane Jakarta's di pl omati c ni ghtmare.

Last year's referendum which sawthe peopleinthe terriroty voting
overwhel mi ngly for i ndependence, was the dreamthat Gusnmao and his
foll owers probably never thought would be realisedintheir lifetine.

Qusnmao, who visited Mal aysia this week, nowlives with the reality that
the dreamcone-true is just the start of what will be a long walk to
progress for his nation and people. East Tinor is decades behind in terns
of devel oprment conpared with the rest of the region, even after taking
into account the inpact of the two-year regional financial crisis, and it
does not have the necessary economnic tools to devel op

Mal aysi a, on the ot her hand, has gai ned i ndependence for 42 years. At
the same tine East Tinorese were intensifying their struggle for their
i ndependence, Mal aysi ans were fighting their own battle to defendits
i ndependence agai nst the old colonial masters who are now arnmed with new
economni ¢ weapons.

But Mal aysi a has al so been accused of not supporting East Tinor in their
struggl e for i ndependence, of bei ng agai nst the referendum and of not
wanting to recogni se the wi shes of the East Tinorese to be divorced from
| ndonesi a.

GQusnmao' s visit to Mal aysia shall have put to rest those suspicions and
al | egati ons.

As Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Syed Hanmid Al bar puts it: "Wen East
Ti mor was part of Indonesia, it was our policy not tointerferein
internal affairs. But after the consultative process, Ml aysi a has al ways
been supportive.™”

Gusnmao' s visit to Mal aysi a, acconpani ed by conpatri ot and Nobel Peace
Prize wi nner Jose Ranps-Horta, has opened the door for greater
under st andi ng not only between Mal aysi a and East Ti nor but al so for those
out si ders who di d not understand the Asean process and t herefore had
t hought that Mal aysi a was an eneny of East Ti nor.

Way woul d Gusnmao want to step foot in Malaysia if there is no hope or
hel p here?

The answer is that the East Ti norese | eader knows Mal aysi a better than
the comment ators of those good-selling Ad-size international nmagazi nes.
@usnmao and del egati on have cone to the right place. Mal aysia, after all
has a | ot of experience, having extended both material and noral support
to the oppressed and | ndependence-seekers in Pal esti ne, M ndanao, Bosni a,
Somal i, Chechnya, and South Afri ca.

The East Ti norese need support and assi stance fromtheir nei ghbours, not
only inthe formof material help but also support to formpolitical and
social institutions and its governnment. They are nowin a period of
emergency in which they | ack everything - houses, food and health care.

East Tinor can rest assured that Malaysia will go out of its way to be
of help. But the others inthe international community, particularly those
who had obt ai ned sone of their past weal th by conquering countries and
form ng col oni es, should do nore

The Worl d Bank has estimated that rebuilding East Tinmor and its



shattered econonmy will likely cost up to US$300 nillion (US$1 = RV3. 80)
over the next three years. East Tinor's main crop is coffee and it
exported US$20 nmillion annually i n beans under | ndonesian rule.

They have to rebuild every school and equip it, they have to rebuild
every hospital and equip it. "But we knowthat with the sane courage and
determ nation and with the same i njection of solidarity, |ove and help
fromother countries in the world, we will win again,” Gusnmao sai d.

@Qusmao and Ranps-Horta have asked Mal aysia - after meetings with Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad and Syed Hamid - to provide aid
and Kual a Lunpur has asked for an item sed |list of their needs.

One of the toughest tasks is for East Tinor to pronote denocracy,
pl uralismand human rights along with material growth. Anal ysts, however
sai d that deperately-needed jobs should be provided nore quickly for East
Ti norese after tal ks between the UNadm nistrationin D li and the Wrld
Bank.

According to the Wrld Bank, the normal 12- to 18-nonth period required
for disbursenent of World Bank funds for | abour-intensive projects had
al ready been shortened to only a few nont hs.

Gusnmao had | ast nonth call ed on donors to qui ckly di sburse funds to help
address the energing frustration of East Tinorese who see little progress
in the reconstruction of their territory.

As nei ghbours, Malaysia is not only conpelled to extend necessary
assi stance to the East Ti norese but al so keepi ng cl ose cooperationwith
the I ndonesi an authority. In fact, such responsibilities do not involve
one country al one.

| ndonesi a, which granted the i ndependence, and the rest of Asean nenber
countries, should start working cohesively to lend their hands in
redevel opi ng East Tinor. History aside, Indonesia could pave the way by
spear headi ng such efforts.

The inportant thing today is that Asean - and the internationa
community - no |l onger treat East Tinor |eaders as "unwel coned | ots"

I nstead, Mal aysi a and Asean | ooked set for warmrelations in the years
ahead.

"We want to forge ahead towards regi onal and bilateral rel ati ons and we
bel i eve the East Tinor government will be in place within two or three
years," said Syed Ham d

Dr Mahathir hinself offered East Tinor expertise in gas and petrol eum
production and helpintrainingacivil service. Malaysiais alsowlling
to expl ore i nvestnent opportunities.

Apart fromthese, the | eaders sought hel p such as university places for
technical training, training of diplomtic staff and the provision of
doctors.

And t hey even asked for Mal aysia's support for themto participate in
t he Asean process. Al though Ranbs-Horta has previously been sharply
critical of Asean, his perception has changed after the referendum

There i s vast opportunity for foreign investors |ike Malaysia in East
Tinor. Portugal's top coffee producer is already buying into the sector in
the territory.
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