24/ 11/ 2000

Editors to help set up South news network

MALAYSI AN editors are set to neet and iron out the finer details of the
proposed news network for smart partnershi p nenbers soon, follow ng the
consensus reached by heads of state and Governnent on Tuesday.

The New Straits Tinmes, Uusan Mal aysia and The Star are expected to pl ay
acrucial role inthe setting up of the news network.

The presence of New Straits Ti mes G oup Edi tor Datuk Ahmad A. Tali b,

Ut usan Mal aysi a Assi stant Group Editor Sirajudin Rafia and The Star
Editor-in-Chief Datuk Ng Poh Tip at a special dialogue with the | eaders
i ndicated their conm tnment towards the setting up of the network.

The editors are believed to have submitted a draft concept paper on
South News Network (SNN), the proposed nane for the alternative news
sour ce.

It was stated by the editors the objectives of the news network was to
di ssemi nat e bal anced and accurat e news, counter inaccurate news
di ssemi nated by foreign wire services which are controlled by nmedi a
practitioners in the devel oped world, and of fer another view of
contenporary i ssues affecting devel opi ng countri es.

It was al so neant to create a cl oser understandi ng bet ween peopl es of
participating countries, and, after a period of time, to evolve into a
credi bl e South News Agency.

The participating African newspaper will be identified | ater.

Under the arrangenent, the participating newspapers will contribute news
itens and features on a daily basis into a conmon website on the Internet.
The editors proposed that inthe initial stages, SNNwould carry news
items and features that first appear in the respective newspapers sel ected

to be nenbers of the network.

It had been proposed that the Ml aysi an Nati onal news agency (Bernang)
becone the secretariat because it has the ability to di sseni nate t he news
items and features to 33 countries through 36 established news agenci es.

The | eaders stated that the initiative to set up the news source was to
provi de accurate, bal anced and objective reports froma Sout hern
perspective and counter distortions and |ies presented by existing news
agenci es on devel opi ng nati ons.

Speaki ng at the end of the dial ogue, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad stressed that the news source was not ainmed at conpeting
with the existing sources and channel s.

Two names have been proposed for the news source.

Mal aysi an editors participating in the dial ogue suggested that it be
naned Sout h News Network (SNN) but an Ugandan partici pant proposed Snart
Part nershi p News Network (SPNN).

The editors are expected to sit with the African counterparts to deci de
on the final nane for the network. Initially, the news source woul d be in
the formof a website to allow access to all participating nenbers but it
has been pl anned to be extended to i ncl ude audi o and vi sual nmedia in
addition to the print media.
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