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E-vil |l age extravaganza

Suraya al -Attas

AS the "extras" took their places on the set, "director"” Datuk C B. de
MIlle - who's about to start the production of his latest filmM Myvie -
was busy calling out orders to lan the production assistant, naking sure
the set is ready for the shoot.

For many of the "extras", it was the first tinme they had set foot on a
nmovi e set, let alone act. And so it was that the good Datuk decided to
give thema bit of coaching, all the tinme rem nding themthat there were
74 caneras on the extras alone and they wouldn't want to be caught on
caner a doi ng sonet hing they shoul dn't be doi ng!

Directors of de MIle's stature don't usually have the tinme to talk
much | ess coach, extras. But this he did - making themdo vari ous sounds
in the Sound Stage - while waiting for the "main star" to arrive ("The
| arger the star, the later he can arrive...").

The "main star" was none other than the Prine Mnister; the "director"
Afdlin Shauki; the "extras" the 600 guests; and the occasion the | aunch of
E-Village's Studio Precinct, which conprises the Virtual Studio and Sound
St age.

The Studi o Precinct cones under Phase One of E-Village's seven-year
building plan. All in, there will be eight studios in the precinct.

The Virtual Studio, designed and equi pped with cutting edge technol ogy
provi des the use of highly-advanced conputers that deliver "np-cap" or
nmotion caption capabilities and special effects.

The Sound Stage, which ranks as one of Asia's largest with a grid hei ght
of 16 metres and floor area of 200 square nmetres, is designed to
accommodat e | arge-scal e producti ons, nassive backdrops and sets as well as
cinematic stunts and effects.

Anong the filmindustry fol ks who attended the [ aunch were Mahadi J.
Murat, Shuhai m Baba, Rosyam Nor, Hani Mhsin, Aziz M Gsnan, Erra Fazira
Habsah Hassan and Ruhani Abdul Rahman.

Al so there were Erma Fatinma and her caneraman husband Badaruddi n Haj i
Azmi, Umie Aida, Wendy Wng and fil mveterans Jam | Sul ong, Rosnani Janil
and M Ami n. Hong Kong star who nade good in Holl ywod Jacki e Chan was one
of the special international guests.

Indeed, it was with nmuch ponp and pageantry that the E-Vill age was
| aunched by Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad on Friday night.

From the col ourful parade depicting the various cultures of Ml aysia at
the Gateway Plaza - E-Village's main entrance - and the rousing
performance by 20 percussionists at Event Plaza to the lively
entertai nment at the Sound Stage right down to the dazzling display of
fireworks to mark the end of the event, it was obvious that no expense was
spared for the | aunch.

The hi ghlight of the event was clearly the song and dance routine that
depi cted novi es past, present and future on a Kual a Lunpur street.
Presented by Australia's Pollard Productions, the audi ence was entertai ned
wi th nmusi cal nunbers, stunts, fight scenes, pyrotechnics and speci al
effects plus a Bol |l ywood extravaganza.

As Afdlin put it: "In a Sound Stage, you can be anywhere you want to
be... with just alittle inagination."

Chor eogr aphed by Ross Col eman and desi gned by Tony Awar d-w nni ng
desi gner Roger Kirk, a stage environnent was created to showcase the
studi o's potential and capabilities.



Some of the best-1loved novie icons were honoured in the 30-ninute
musi cal production: fromShirley Tenple (which saw 10 little girls in the
fornmer child star's get-up, conplete with bl onde wi gs and white frocks
doing a cute little dance nunber), Charlie Chaplin, G nger Rogers and Fred
Astaire, Marilyn Monroe, disco king John Travolta, Austin Powers, Bruce
Lee and our very own Tan Sri P. Rani ee.

The show al so featured | ocal artistes Sharifah Aini, Dayang Nurfai zah,
Anuar Zain and Mas | dayu, who each gave commendabl e perf ormances.

There's only one conpl ai nt, though.

Wiy was the footage in the tribute to the late P. Ranl ee shown while the
Prime M nister and other international guests were still touring the
Virtual Studio?

As it turned out, the audi ence, who was initially enjoying the footage,
| ost interest the nonent the PMand his entourage cane into the Sound
Stage to take their seats. It did seemas if the 10-m nute screeni ng was
shown just to kill tine.

But all said and done, the show was wel | - produced and choreographed,
seeing that it was staged with | ess than three weeks of rehearsals.

Everyone involved in the production - fromproducers Janes Ring, Barry
Newran and David Mtchell to the performers (90 per cent of whomwere
| ocal s) - deserves a pat on the back for a job well done.
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