26/ 09/ 2000
Effort needed "to bridge gap

Cheah Chor Sooi in London

WHLE it is coomobn to find inequality within a plural society, a concerted
effort "to bridge the gap" is vital, Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri
Abdul I ah Ahrmad Badaw sai d.

He added the Government woul d continue to assunme the task of
restructuring the Mal aysi an society as an "affirmati ve action”

Speaking to a packed hall at the Ml aysi an Students Departnment on Sunday
eveni ng, he said: "W are very aware of the needs of the various
conmunities as well as their sensitivities.

"Qur main aimis to strive hard to achi eve equality, but as usual, there
are many areas that we have to cover or even to correct ourselves from
time to tine."

Abdul I ah, who is also Home Mnister, was earlier asked if he viewed the
recent demands fromthe Ml aysi an Chi nese Organi sation El ecti on Appeal s
Committee (Sugiu) as those of an extremi st.

"I can assure you that we have sat down together to talk openly on those
matters. Although it was behind cl osed doors, we did have an i ntense and
heat ed debat e.

"Even i f sonmeone has secretly recorded the proceeding, | dare himto
expose the contents sinply because | am proud of our continuous effort to
inmpart fairness to all."

Earlier in his speech, Abdullah said it was healthy for young people to
have an inquisitive mnd or to be critical, as long as they were matured
enough to distinguish between right and w ong.

"Qur Prime Mnister (Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad) is very critical in
his views to the extent that he was once expelled fromUmo. He is stil
as critical as before, but (conpared to his younger days) he is at a
different Ievel now. In other words, there is time to be anti-
establishment, but there is also tinme to concentrate on your studies."”

Abdul | ah, however, stressed that extrem sm which would bring
instability to the nation, should not be tolerated at all cost.

"If you ask ne, ny job as a Hone M nister is nmuch nore chall engi ng than
my role as the Deputy Prime Mnister. Law enforcenent is not an easy job
as one has to be responsi bl e and accountabl e,” he added.
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