07/ 09/ 2000
Efforts continuing to form South coordi nati ng body

Must apha Kami | in United Nations

UNI TED NATI ONS, Wed: Last-mnute notice prevented full attendance of the
five |l eaders of South countries at the group's special neeting here
yesterday. Nevertheless, efforts were continuing to formthe proposed
Sout h Coordi nati ng Conm ssi on ( SCC).

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad, who attended the neeting
after a three-day hectic working visit to Chicago, said the special
meeting for the Goup of 77 (G 77) nations was productive.

Mbst of the | eaders were represented by their foreign mnisters. Dr
Mahat hir said they would forward the positive outcones of the special
nmeeting to their | eaders.

The special neeting was a followup to the neeting by four of the five
| eaders in London recently. It was to assist the G 77 in facing the UN
M1l ennium Sumrit in New York.

In tal ks on the proposed SCC, Dr Mahathir said he thought facilities
fromthe present South Centre in Geneva should still be used, instead of a
whol e new set -up

He said the neeting discussed the formation of a viable structure for
the SCC and hol di ng neetings every five years.

The SCC is conceived as a permanent body - to replace the existing South
Centre in Geneva - to coordi nate devel opi ng countries' position on world
trade and financial issues.

The idea of setting up the SCC was nooted at the G 77 Sunmmit in Havana,
Cuba, in April.

Dr Mahathir al so said since the nandate of the five appointed G 77
country leaders was to expire end of this nonth while its work was not
conpl eted, the neeting agreed to extend the mandate given to the five
| eaders.

The | eaders are N gerian President O usegun OGbbasanjo, Jamaican
President P.J. Paterson, South African President Thabo Moeki, Al gerian
Presi dent Abdel azi z Bouteflike and Dr Mahathir.

Bernana reports: Dr Mahathir told the special neeting that a nore
ef fective approach is needed for future sunmts of |eaders fromthe
devel oping countries so that their voices can be heard nore clearly by the
international community.

At present, he said, it is inpossible to have a neeting of G 77 | eaders
like the way the G 8 (group of seven devel oped countries plus Russia) are
able to do, resulting in ineffective neetings and del ays in deci sion-
maki ng.

Dr Mahathir said in his speech that the South Centre, currently used by
the original 46 menbers of the G 77, needs to be open to the rest of the
nmenbers and shoul d be turned into a concrete mechani smthat can exert
greater pressure on other world bodies.

"W need to act decisively to map out a better future for our countries
and our people and to work towards the establishnent of an international
econom ¢ system which will be just, equitable and denocratic," he said.

Dr Mahat hir rem nded nenbers that many devel opi ng countries were exposed
to serious financial problens brought about by the systenic nature of
financial instability as a result of unregul ated short-termcapital flows.

The Prime Mnister had earlier called on Cuban President Fidel Castro at
t he Cuban Pernanent Representative's office here
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