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Encour age young tal ent, says PM

Zubai dah Abu Bakar; K. Bal a

LANGKAW , Sat. - The international honours won by Mal aysi an artists shoul d
be further publicised to inspire young talent to venture into the world of
arts.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said young artists nmust be
brave and prepared to face chal | enges encountered by the ol der generation
of artists. "This success (of local artists internationally) should be
mai nt ai ned and pronoted,” he said at the sinultaneous opening of the
| br ahi mHussei n Museumand Cul tural Foundation (I HVCF).

It coincided with the cul mnation of the 10-day i naugural Langkaw
International Festival of Arts (Lifa). Over 100 pai nters, nusicians,
dancers and other artistes fromaround the world took part.

Lifa is organi sed by |HMCF, in col |l aboration with the Langkaw
Devel opnent Aut hority, Kedah Governnent, Mal aysia Airlines, the New
Straits Tines Press (Ml aysia) Berhad and | ocal hotels. The | HVCF,
established in 1991, is a dreamcone true for renowned artist Datuk
| brahi mHussein. It is a non-profit, non-governnental organisation,
dedi cated to pronotion, devel opnent and advancenent of art and cul ture.

The nuseum houses | brahi m s pai nti ngs and works presented by his
international artist friends.

Al so present at the cerenpbny were the Prime M nister's wi fe Datuk Seri
Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali, Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Syed Razak Syed Zai n,
nati onal | aureate Datuk A. Samad Sai d and | brahim who is | HMCF' s chai r nan
and NSTP managi ng director Fai z | shak.

Dr Mahathir said many | ocal artists had not only nade a nane on the
international art scene but were also able to sell their works for
mllions of ringgit.

Efforts to devel op the local arts comunity shoul d be continued both by
t he Governnent and privatel y-owned art nuseuns and gal l eri es.

The Governnent had in the past three years made various contributions.

Besi des sophisticated infrastructure like the |Istana Budaya, Petronas
Phi | harnmony Hall and the National Art Gallery the Government al so provides
incentives to artists.

Anong the incentives are tax rebates for corporate bodi es who buy and
donate artworks to government art institutions.

On Lifa, Dr Mahathir said the festival could turn Langkaw into a gl obal
art resort island.
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