10/ 05/ 2000

End to noney politics

THE Umo general assenbly, which opens today, is much nore than a race for
t he vi ce presidency, although the electionis also extrenely significant
in determ ning the | eadershi p succession for the party and the country.
The first assenbly in the newm |l ennium the gathering is being held
after a general election that sawthe Bari san Nasional retainingits two-
thirds majority but | osing a second state to the Qpposition. The econony
is well on recovery fromthe region's worst financial crisis but with that
recovery soci o-political diseases |ike noney politics have resurfaced,
forcing Umo to once again conbat the cancer, this tine clearly with
greater urgency.

If not dealt with effectively, this corrupt practice will be the reason
for the party's further decline. That, subsequently, will weaken the
Bari san Nasional and that the party | eadershi p cannot all owto happen. The
buck nust stop this week at the general assenbly. Party president and
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad has gone to great length to
make sure that both candi dates and del egat es behave. He even had to bar
candi ates fromdirect contact with del egates so as to protect their own
integrity. Last week he went on to order hone the del egates who had comne
to Kual a Lunpur way ahead of the general assenbly because he realised t hat
their presence here coul d be nmi sunderstood. Despite all these precauti ons,
Dr Mahat hir said after the suprenme council neeting | ast Sunday t hat he was
still getting reports about political bribery ahead of the party
el ections.

The nessage to the Umo del egates and | eaders to be conveyed at the
assenbly this week i s expected to be loud and clear. It has to be made
loud and clear. Over the years, this tunour within the party has grown to
an al arm ng si ze and needs to be renoved quickly. If the nenbers do not
act quickly and firmy, it can be life-threatening. But unlike the
treatnment for cancer, there will not be negative side effects to Umo if
it ridsitself of |eaders and menbers who are not willing to cl eanse
t hensel ves of this practice. It will not harmthe party to go after the
hardcore practitioners of noney politics, nowand after the general
assenbl y. Those who win the el ections because of this corrupt practice
shoul d be disqualifiedif it can be proven that they did so by bribing
del egates. Sinmlarly, del egates i nvol ved shoul d be puni shed heavily. |f
they are allowed to get off scot-free, the cancer will spread qui ckly and
by the next general assenbly woul d have reached a very advanced st age.

Umo needs to get noney politics out of the way to be able to pursue the
Mal ay and national agenda. There is the i ssue of globalisation and
|iberalisation, which w Il challenge and t hreaten every aspect of
Mal aysian | i fe and cul ture. The Opposition's politics of hatred whi ch has
produced street denpnstrati ons and a propaganda of |ies agai nst the
Governnent on the Internet as well as the resurgence of Pas'
restrospective brand of Islamare breaking up Mal aysian unity. It also
rests on Umo's shoul ders to | ead the Bari san Nasi onal efforts to wrest
back Terengganu and Kel antan fromthe Qpposition by the next general
el ection.

Umo has been instrunmental in taking back the country fromthe British
and then transform ng Mal aysia froma country that has little other than
primary commodities to a dynam ¢ and confident nation that has set 2020 as
the year it will join the ranks of the devel oped countries. There is nmuch



work to be done to nmake that happen and if Umo cannot do it, no other
political entity inthis country can. There will always be one or two bad
apples inits bunch that need to be renoved, | est they cause the whol e
tree to rot. The nmeasures whi ch have been taken within the party to arrest
t he probl emshoul d bear fruits in good tinme. Wiat it needs todois to
continue pressing the nessage hone and, if necessary, act against the
errant and t he unscrupul ous to show everyone that the party nmeans busi ness
and that Umo will not spare anyone who uses the party for hinmself instead
of for king and country.
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