15/ 10/ 2000

End to “outdated Rakan Miuda progranmes

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - CQutdated or unappeal i ng Rakan Muda progranmres wi |l be
cancel | ed fromnext year.

Yout h and Sports M ni ster Datuk H shammuddi n Hussei n sai d today the
mnistry woul d re-assess the effectiveness of each Rakan Muda progranme
fromnext year on to ensure that they nmeet youth aspirations.

This is anmong the drastic approaches taken by the mnistry to ensure
that the Rakan Muda programmes remain rel evant to the young.

Hi shanmuddin said the mnistry would fromnow on fund fresh and
contenporary i deas and activities enconpassi ng every sphere of youth
i nterest such as sports, nmusic, art, volunteeri smor newtechnol ogi es.

The assessnent, he said, would be based on the feedback by the youths
t hensel ves.

"What needs to be evaluated is the delivery of the concept and
ef fectiveness of the progranmes carri ed out under the Rakan Miuda banner.

"The nove i s necessary to keep up with rapid changes affecting the
yout hs.

"We are widening the mnistry's doors for youths thensel ves to step
forward with their own proposal s.

"Although it would be unrealistic to have a hi gh expectations of the new
Rakan Muda programes, we are quite positive of the outcone.

W want to revive the | acklustre i mage of the progranmes in the eyes of
the public.”

H shamruddi n said this during the soft | aunch of the newinage of the
Rakan Muda programe.

H shamruddi n said currently the mnistry had i ncl uded extreme and not or
sports in the |l atest range of Rakan Miuda activities.

At the same tine, he said, the mnistry had identified five approaches
to i nject changes i nto t he Rakan Muda programmes.

They are: enphasising the spirit of volunteerism genui ne partnership
between the private and public sectors; varieties in the activities to be
i npl enented at the grassroots |l evel; injecting newideas as proposed by
yout hs and gi ving recognition and award to the partici pants.

"The new progranmes will have to be nurtured a step at a tine, beginning
with activities that can be i npl enmented i medi ately by a cross-section of
groups, firnms and sponsors who have a natural affinity for working with
yout hs. "

H shamuddi n said Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad was
expected to |l aunch the new i mage of Rakan Miuda progranmes with the nost
updat ed "versi on" based on i nputs and f eedbacks recei ved fromyouths in
January.
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