15/ 05/ 2000

Engagi ng t he di sengaged

W SDOM does not dwell within a single perspective. This is the driving
factor behind Umo president and Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad' s call for party | eaders to have nore di al ogues and cl oser
interaction, even open and constructive criticismof hinself and ot hers,
with the people including civil servants, intellectuals, university
students and t he Press.

This is essential for the survival of the party and ultimtely, the
struggle of the Malays. As asserted by Dr Mahathir, Umo is facing a
hostil e environnent where freedom s children - the post-I|ndependence and
post- NEP generations - seemto defy an appreciation of the party and al
that it stands for and nocks the attenpts to inject pre-Independence
nostruns such as the anti-colonialismstruggle to 21st century concerns.
The party, too, is enbroiled in an adversary systemcharacterised by raw
parti san opposition for opposition's sake, m ndl ess negation of the
Bari san Nasi onal -1 ed Governnent, enptional over-sinplification of conpl ex
i ssues and the cult of yea-boo nacho expressi on anbng young Ml ays. Sone
young, professional voters are unconstrained by ties of |oyalty, what nore
gratitude.

Parti san deal i gnment and political deviance fromthe party may not be
| arge enough to render it as historical excrenent or puncture its
rel evance but they have cracked the pillars of its emnence. Umo is at a
crossroads. This nay not be acutely felt by menbers who nestled in the
warnth of party solidarity at the general assenbly. But it is felt by
others - the silent, the disillusioned and the di sengaged. These are the
peopl e who must be reached and be persuaded of the rel evance of Umo's
struggle in this age, not penalised or marginalised. Nor should the
machi nery of Governnment be mucked around to punish those civil servants
whose perceptions of Umo have been col oured by blind hatred, distrust and
pr ej udi ce.

It is atravesty to pretend that all dissatisfaction of the party and
| eaders can be lunped into plain opposition or anti-establishnment. These
are different perpectives in need of clarification and understandi ng and
surely, they deserve to be heard in the nanme of party denocracy.

Conti nuous di al ogues are the key to maki ng sense of the hostile mlieuin
whi ch Umo operates and inportantly, the defining essence of what viable
and healthy party denocracy is all about. This will dislodge the
perception that Umo has become elitist.

The party's struggle shoul d not be deened conpl et ed because the Mal ays
can boast of a fleet of Mercs. Crass materialismhas never been the ai mof
Umo. The purity of its struggle nust be restored so that none wll
forfeit the party's integrity for all that glitters as some may turn out
to be a chinera that cl oaks the seeds of destruction. The revival of Umo
hi nges on the ability of the new | eadership to coal esce a bold politica
action to eradicate noney politics and other fornms of nalaise within the
party. It nust stitch the fragments of disunity and bridge the gap between
espoused i deals and actual practice.

True, Umo is responsible for the Malays' progress. But this is no
reason for smug self-satisfaction. As observed by Mnstesquieu
institutions perish fromtheir success. Umo has been a success and a
return to the purity of its struggle will ensure continui ng success.

Conpl acency, self-absorption and short-sighted entrapnment in an



i nwar d-| ooki ng party are destructive.
( END)
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