13/ 05/ 2000

Enhancing I T awareness anong rural folk

APEC Partnership for Equitable G owmh (PEG yesterday |aunched its Apec IT
initiative with the ai mof increasing awareness of the technology in rura
ar eas.

M ni ster of Energy, Communication and Miltinmedi a Datuk Amar Leo Mbggie
said the initiative would make sure the rural community was not |eft
behind i n technol ogi cal devel opnent.

"If such an initiative is not undertaken, villages and rural conmunities
woul d be | eft behind," he said.

He was speaking to reporters after launching the Apec IT initiative in
Kual a Lunpur.

PEG al so si gned a nenorandum of understanding with United Parcel
Services, Ingenuity Mcrosystens Sdn Bhd and Oracl e Systens Ml aysi a.

Under the agreenent, the three conpani es have agreed to donate 20
conmputers including software for the Apec IT initiative.

The conputers will be given to various schools in Sarawak.

PEG chi ef executive officer Dr Shafig Sit Abdullah said PEG and t he
Ener gy, Comrunication and Multimedia Mnistry had yet to indentify the
school s.

He said that to date, Oracle had donated RM8 nmillion worth of goods for
the initiative.

PEG has al so | aunched a sinmilar initiative in Thailand and | ndonesi a.

PEG is a special public-private sector partnership that will help direct
"Wn-Wn" regional initiatives in capacity-building in all 21 Apec
nati ons.

It will identify capacity-building projects suitable for private-public
sector collaboration in design, devel opnent, funding and expansi on.

Each PEGinitiative will feature a regional teamto lead a project in
Apec comuni ti es.

PEG s strategic mission of private sector stewardship was underlined by
Tan Sri Francis Yeoh, who chairs Abac's PEG Task Force, while the Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, Apec's Chair for 1998, is the
Foundi ng Patron of PEG
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