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" Ensure econony renmi ns strong

Kamar ul Yunus

MALAYSI ANS nmust nmeke sure that the country's econony remai ns strong so
that they can conti nue carryi ngout their social obligations, Deputy Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badaw sai d.

He said the present economi c recovery provides jobs and wages for the
wor kers as well as profits for businessnen.

"As such, this will enable Mal aysi ans to concentrate on hel ping the
unfortunate such as those hardcore poor and orphans, " he said when
presenti ng donati on worths RMBO, 000 t o or phans staying in the federal
territory in Kual a Lunpur yesterday.

Abdul | ah al so sai d Mal aysi ans shoul d be t hankful for peace that all ows
the country's econony to grow prosperous and enabl es nore Mal aysi ans to be
gener ous.

Unlike in other countries |ike Chechnya and previ ously, Bosnia
Her zegovi na, he said the people there were unfortunate because their
plight was not heard due to war and di sunity anmong its peopl e.

“"If we do not want this to happen in this country, we have to conti nue
to unite and ensure continued growth in our econony.

"I'n fact, this was one of the reasons why we did not resort to financi al
assi stance fromthe International Monetary Fund during the econonic crisis
because every Mal aysi an played his part in ensuring success through our
own net hods to resol ve the econoni c probl ens,” he said.

The donati on, whi ch was presented by the Kual a Lunpur Wl fare
Associ ation for |Islam ¢ O phanage, was col | ected fromi ndi vi dual s and
cor por at es.

Speaki ng to newsnen | ater, Abdull ah advi sed Umo nenbers to foll ow
strict procedures during the divisional neetings and avoid resortingto
personal attacks during canpai gns for potential candi dates i n the com ng
party general elections fromMuy 11 to 13.

Abdul | ah, who is al so Umo vice-president assuming the post of party
deputy president maintai ned that he will provide support to Prinme M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad who is party president.

"I amnot an alternative | eader to replace the Prime M nister now, but a
deputy to Dr Mahathir. I amnot going to conpete or showthat | ambetter
than him"

Abdul I ah al so di sm ssed al | egati ons by opposition parties that Umo has
not practised denocracy foll ow ng the no-contest advise by the party's
supreme council for the top-two posts.

"We have al ways practi sed denocracy. In fact, the canpai gn by sone
menbers to nom nat e candi dates for the party el ections shows that thereis
denocracy within the party," he said.
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