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MONEY politics and denbcracy do not mix. That's what we have been told for
many years now. The majority of the people agree. Even those practising
money politics, be they the givers or takers, would agree.

We are also told that denmpocracy is not perfect. Like all other products
of human minds, it is flawed. Mney politics makes it worse.

But we are told that denmpcracy is still the best way to govern. W
believe it because we have been practising it for nore than four decades
wi th consi derabl e success.

These points were again repeated by Umo president Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad in his opening address to the party's 54th general
assenbly in Kual a Lunpur on Thur sday.

W are even nore convinced when, a few days before the big day, Dr
Mahat hir openly admtted that noney politics was still being practised
al though it was not very apparent. And when the results of the Umo
supreme council el ection was announced on Thursday night, with sone
surprises and upsets, voices were heard that sone of the winners were
involved in the practice

There were, the voices said, those who dabbled in noney politics but did
not win. An angry del egate from Sel angor said wyly: "Wen the president
condemed noney politics, they cheered him And when a candi date who
practi sed noney politics was announced a wi nner, they al so cheered."

Anot her said: "The president tal ked about goi ng back to basics, about
revitalising the party's ideals. Look at those gleaming RML mllion-over
Mercedes S-Class.”

At that instance, how | w shed they would stop conplaining in the
hal | way and instead report the corrupt persons to the party's disciplinary
committee.

After all, just days before the assenbly, Dr Mahathir had said those
found guilty of nmoney politics would be disqualified even if they won.

It is refreshing to hear Dr Mahathir calling on party nmenbers to return
to the ideal s upon which Umo was founded 54 years ago.

Bei ng a pragnmatist, the Prime Mnister does not all the tinme subscribe
to idealism But in many things, Dr Mahathir is driven by idealism
Per haps we can describe himas a pragmatic idealist. He is liberal, but
not in the western sense

The revival of Umo's ideals does not | ook promising if the infectious
money politics is not checked soon and the party's denocratic ideals are
al lowed to be eroded by this scourge.

Umo's ideals are not big cars, RMb0, 000 a pi ece di anond- st udded
wri stwat ches and five-star hotel roomns.

Umo's ideal s are i ndependence, freedom unity and nuafakat (consensus).
But over the years, as Umo becane bigger and the Mal ays weal thier,

i deal i sm gave way to power and sel fi shness because power can be easily
transl ated i nto nmoney and weal t h.

Dr Mahathir's idealismin wanting to build Ml ayu Baru and Bangsa
Mal aysia will remain an unfulfilled struggle if Umo does not return to
its founding principles, starting with the eradication of npbney politics.
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