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M SI A AND | NDONESI A TEAM UP TO FACE GLOBALI SATI ON

By: Syed Jam | Jaafar and Openg Onn

JAKARTA, March 9 (Bernama) -- Ml aysia and | ndonesi a have agreed to
engage in sustained talks to enable themcone up with a common stand on
gl obal i sati on.

This was agreed upon by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad
and President Abdurrahman Wahid during their neeting at |stana Merdeka here
t oday.

Speaking at a joint nedia conference later, Dr Mahathir said they
di scussed, anong other things, the effects of gl obalisation on devel opi ng
countries |ike Ml aysia and | ndonesi a.

"We agree that both countries hold tal ks towards adopting a conmon
stand to be forward at international fora," said Dr Mahathir.

As a Third Wrld | eader well-known for consistently highlighting
concerns over globalisation's negative effects on devel opi ng countries, Dr
Mahat hir has often rai sed the need for these countries to be allowed to
gi ve own definition of globalisation.

Mal aysi a and | ndonesia, for instance, have just energed froma chronic
econom ¢ crisis and when asked about the | esson |earnt fromthe experience,
he said: "The world is not a very friendly place.”

In their talks, followed by a full delegation neeting, Dr Mahathir and
Abdurrahman al so di scussed, anong ot hers:

* increased Mal aysian participation in |Indonesia's econonic recovery by
way of enlarged investnents;

* more landing rights for MAS in I ndonesia and a MAS- Garuda
code-shari ng arrangenent;

* increased shipping between Tanjung Periok here and Port Kl ang;

* atripartite collaboration to establish a financial centre in Brunei
Darussal am i nvol ving the Sul tanate, Ml aysia and I ndonesia; and

* the feasibility of building a | and route to Indonesia through Brunei.

Dr Mahathir said Indonesia was al so keen in sharing Ml aysia's
experience in poverty-eradication efforts and equitable distribution of
weal th anong citizens.

The prime mnister, who arrived here this norning for an overni ght
trip, said Malaysia's foreign policy, which put first the close ties with
I ndonesia, would remain so, regardl ess of a change of governnent in
I ndonesi a.

"As for Malaysia, close ties with Indonesia is uppernost," said Dr
Mahat hir .

Abdurrahman sai d I ndonesia wanted to | earn from Mal aysi a, ways of
tackling the economc crisis without relying on assistance from
i nternational agencies.

He al so said his governnent would want to share Mal aysia's 20-year
experience in carrying out the New Econom ¢ Policy which had brought about
a nore equitable econom c devel opnent.

On current Sumatera forest fires causing haze hazards and threatening
nei ghbouring countries, Abdurrahman said his cabinet discussed the nmatter
at its last neeting.

Firm neasures were being taken to deal with the situation, he added.
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