17/ 06/ 2000
Eusoff's termlikely to be extended: Dr M

Ei r mal asar e Bani

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad sai d Tun Mohaned Eusof f
Chin's termas the Chief Justice of the Federal Court is likely to be
ext ended.

Dr Mahat hir however could not deternined howlong the termw || be
ext ended.

"I do not know... | think it will be extended because we have a need to
see that everything is in place before there is any change,” he said after
| aunching Motorola's new software centre in Cyberjaya yesterday.

Eusoff will turn 65 on June 20, which is the compul sory retirenent age
for judges. Such regulation is stipulated under Article 125 of the Federa
Constitution, which states that the Chi ef Justice shoul d hol d t he post
until he reaches 65 years ol d.

However, the termof the Chief Justice of the Federal Court can be
extended for not nore than six nonths fromthe date of conpul sory
retirement upon approval by the Yang di-Pertuan Agong.

Eusof f succeeded Tun Hami d Orar as Chief Justice on Septenber 24 1994.

On the proposal by the judiciary that litigants in civil cases be
charged fees to speed up hearings and avoid the cal ling of unnecessary
wi tnesses, Dr Mahathir said the Governnment woul d have to study the
pr oposal

Eusof f was earlier reported as saying that the fees coul d be waived in
cases involving the poor. He said the fee would in principle be sinilar to
that | evied by the Bar Council medi ati on centres whi ch charge RVMB75 for a
hal f - day and about RMF00 for a day's heari ng.

On anot her devel opnent, the Prime M nister expressed his regrets over
al  egations that Ml aysia does not treat its foreign workers kindly.

"W give thema place (in the country) but instead we get somet hi ng bad
inreturn. W are faced with a probl emof our peopl e bei ng ki dnapped. This
isathreat to us. W did not do anything (to them," he said, when asked
whet her Malaysiawill tightenits security in Sabah agai nst Phili ppine
illegal immgrants.
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