21/ 09/ 2000

Exami ning nedia's role in NAM countries

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - A two-day international convention on the role of the
media in non-aligned countries will be held at the Blue Wave Hotel in Shah
Al am begi nni ng on Thur sday.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mohamad will | aunch the
conference, to be attended by sone 400 key nedi a practitioners from nost
of the 101 Non- Al i gned Movenent (NAM nenber countries.

The convention is organi sed by the Non-Aligned Student Youth
Organi sation (NASYO East Asia Centre, the Association of Ml ay
Journalists (PW) and the Sel angor Gover nnent.

Seven worki ng papers will be presented at the convention held in
col l aboration with Universiti Ml aya's Departnent of Media Studies and the
International Islamc University's Departnment of Communi cati on.

Organi si ng chai rman Dat uk Mahadzir Mohd Khair sai d NASYO s president
Subodh Kant Sahai will speak at the openi ng cerenony.

PWM s president Che Yazid O hman said several inportant resolutions are
expected to be passed at the convention ained at creating a free,
efficient, independent and credible nedia in NAMcountries.

He said the new m Il ennium prom ses a gl obal harnony and peace to be
enjoyed by all.

"At the event, we will exanine the extent of the role of nedia
practitioners in NAM countries in handling their nmachinery to ensure
accurate, quick and effective channelling of news to the masses," Che
Yazid said.

At a Press conference recently, the event's nmain sponsor Sri Antan Sdn
Bhd presented a cheque for RML50, 000 for the conventi on.
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