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Excessi ve denocracy i s not good: Mahathir

JUST because a practice is said to be denocratic does not necessarily nmean
it is good. Sonetinmes it may | ead to anarchy, Umo president and Prime
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said.

For exanple in sone denocratic countries, a governnment that is el ected
i s brought down when t he opposition organi ses stri kes and denonstrations,
| eading to a new el ection.

The opposition is nowthe governnent in power, and the party that was
previously in power is nowthe opposition, and organises its own
denonstrations to bring down the governnent.

"The end result is that the country is totally unstable and therefore
cannot attract investnments. Inthe end, it is the people who will suffer,”
Dr Mahathir said at a press conference at the 54th Umo CGeneral Assenbly
in Kual a Lunmpur yesterday.

He sai d while many Umo nenbers and the public understand the basics of
denocracy, not many real |l y understand howa country can be destabilised by
denocr acy.

Asked what denocratic rights are consi dered excessive in the Ml aysian
context, Dr Mahathir said Mal aysi a has not suffered fromexcesses because
t he Governnent is guarded with denocracy.

"Neverthel ess | have to warn peopl e agai nst practi sing absol ute freedom
in adenocracy. For instance where nen can marry nen and wonen can marry
worren, | think it will destroy our country," he added.

Asked about the need to restore the i mage of Umo anong the public, Dr
Mahat hi r acknowl edged t hat people | ose trust in Umo | eaders who ni sused
nmoney and who are only after posts in the party.

Asked why the case of Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim who was expelled from
Umo i n Septenber 1998, continued to be brought up in yesterday's
proceedi ngs, Dr Mahathir said:

"We t hought the i ssue had gone away, but in the recent general election
t he Anwar i ssue was used effectively by the opposition, especially the
pi ctures of his black eye. W cannot ignore there was an i npact in the way
the opposition used the fate of Anwar."

He said sone Umo nmenbers still findit difficult to believe,
particularly the reason for his renpval fromUmo

"They seemto think he was unjustly dealt with, and that Umo has not
been just and fair. Because of that, some Umo nenbers supported the
opposi tion, causing a split in ranks.

"What we have to dois try to explain the truth so that they see
sufficient evidence that it was not politics that caused hi mto be renoved
but his norals," he added.
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