19/ 11/ 2000

Expl oring schene further to aid devel opi ng countries

LEADERS of sout hern African nations, representatives fromother devel opi ng
regions and Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad will sit at the
di al ogue table today, for the 10th tine in five years.

Their agenda: To further explore howthe Smart Partnershi p concept can
be applied to assi st emergi ng econom es to face future chal |l enges.

They wi || assenbl e at Berjaya Langkawi Beach & Spa Resort in Tel uk Burau
for four days, this tinme for a di scourse on how the concept can help them
to effectively weat her the chal |l enges of new gl obal trends.

The | eaders net in Maputo, Modzanbi que, in August |ast year to
del i berate, anobng ot her things, on howto face the onsl aught of
gl obal i sati on upon devel opi ng econoni es.

In Maputo, the | eaders were told by Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanad t hat he was not convi nced t hat devel oped nati ons woul d
ever allowthemto conpete on a "level playing field" in a gl obalised
wor | d.

Al the participating|eaders agreed, sone silently, that gl obalisation
brought risk to the nations and their people.

The | eaders were also resolute in their deternination to fight the
Western nmedi a' s portrayal of the devel opi ng worl d.

At the end of the d obal 2000-Southern Africa D al ogue i n the Mdzanbi can
capital, nedia partners, business and | abour | eaders, and heads of state
and government reached a consensus that the establishment of a news
network and cl ose co-operati on anong devel opi ng countries would hel p t hem
fight biased reporting by the Western nedi a.

The dynam cs of howthe negative aspects of globalisation can be tackl ed
remai n on the | eaders' agenda.

O simlar significance is the nmeeting set between editors and | eaders
for a special session on nmedia-rel ated issues.

The editors are expected to suggest to the | eaders how nedi a
corporations in devel opi ng countries can work together to fight the
Western nedia's bias.

Dr Mahat hir had suggested in Maputo that the Internet is the best option
because it is not costly.

Then there is the fact that many mai nst ream newspaper s have gone onli ne.
Thi s should facilitate t he exchange of news between Asi an and Afri can
countri es.

It has been suggested that a website named "post office" be set up for
Asi an and South African nations. The website will enable the users to
"post and col l ect"” reports of other countries on issues pertainingtothe
two regions.

The di sci pl es of the Smart Partnership concept are grow ng.

"Action will be one of the focal points of this dialogue. W will talk
about howto consolidate and advance the smart partnership concept,"” said
Mal aysi an | ndustry- Governnent G oup for H gh Technol ogy (M GHT) chai rman
Tan Sri Dr Omar Abdul Rahman.
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