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Express Mal aysian spirit, not racial goals

Abdul | ah Ahnmad

I N AN energi ng k-econony era, which augurs both peril and opportunity, our
overridi ng purpose nust be to expand and strengthen the Ml aysian spirit
and not racial goals. Last Friday, | addressed on Mal aysian politics
organi sed by the Institute of Defence and Strategic Studies of Singapore
at the famed Pyramid Club. | was inpressed by those who attended. They
were mai nly young Si ngaporeans who were clearly inmbued with the Singapore
spirit.

Bum putras and ot her Mal aysi ans nust forge a nore determ ned and
transparent partnership that transcends raci al objectives. A collaboration
based on consultation, cooperation and collective action, united by the
principle and spirit of the Federal Constitution and the rule of |aw

In this enterprise of nationbuilding, all Mlaysians nust agree to
equi tabl e sharing of cost, commtnent and profit.

The well-tried and tested ground rul es of Ml aysian politics nust be
scrupul ously observed. | believe the present constitutional arrangenent
has i ncreased denocracy, prosperity, harnony and reduced conflicts since
1969 and will continue to do so into the future. However, nore can and
must be done to achieve better results.

Al efforts by the ruling Umo and partners to retain and enhance their
power are not unjust, as the Cpposition also has every reason to want to
be t he governnent.

Whet her it succeeds or not is another matter altogether. Likew se,

Presi dent Abdurrahman Wahi d, despite Aryanti's allegation of anillicit
relationship with him has every right to do what he wants to consolidate
hi s shaky presidency and | ndonesia's precarious state of affairs. Does he
appear to want to stay in power at any cost? The probl ens he encounters
are nunerous, and | suppose, how he continues to manage never-endi ng
political haggling for Cabinet and political posts among others, will
determne the fate of his presidency and al so Vi ce-Presi dent Megawat i
Sukarnoputri's political career.

The Mal aysi an goals are clear. By the year 2020 we shoul d have achi eved
devel oped nation status, with a popul ati on of between 31 mllion and 32
mllion. Singapore, after all, nanaged to achieve this status in the short
span of 35 years. The Ml aysi an target, despite the financial crises,
seens attainable provided that the reasonably fast econom c recovery,
current and probable growth rates, continued pragmati c economi c policies
and political stability are maintained.

The US, being the sol e superpower, seens determned to recast the world
al ong the American denocratic nodel. Their determi nation seens to have
only increased and not diminished. President Bill Cinton and all his
noder n predecessors, George Bush in particular, often spoke of the New
Wrld Oder, and at tines | thought as if it was just around the corner.
But in fact, as Henry Kissinger observed, "it is still in a period of
gestation, and its final formw Il not be visible well into the next
century (he said this in 1994)".

W will not be spared this "American neo-inperialisnt, as witnessed in
the last two years or so. This is an open-ended Anerican policy (world
domi nation) of trying to apply its domestic policies and Amrerican val ues
to the rest of the world. They have been trying to do this since the tine
when Woodrow W1 son was still President. Rest assured that this policy
will be continued with various degrees of vigour by whoever succeeds



Cinton

Mal aysia's future will depend on the unity in diversity. However, the
dividing |ine anong the conmunities can be nore tenuous before a distinct
Bangsa Mal aysia enmerges. O the projected population of 31 to 32 nmillion,
it is estimted that Bumi puteras will nake up approxi mately 70 per cent,
Chi nese 21 per cent, Indians 6 per cent and others maki ng up the bal ance.

It does seemthat if political stability and sustai nabl e econom c
devel opnent continue, Dr Mahathir's 2020 vision of us as both a fully
devel oped and caring people will be achieved.

W may even nmake it faster if we put nore enphasis to the devel opnent of
human capital - talent and creativity of all Ml aysians who have nade
Mal aysia their object of undivided |loyalty. | sense a "Mal aysi an
identity", which may not yet appear distinct, is evolving froma pol ygl ot
of the national conposition
Qurs is a post-colonial success story, a distinct phenonenon. In Africa
and el sewhere, the alternative to the status quo is an endl ess and brutal
civil conflict.

Sone Western | eaders and nedi a have always clainmed they are interfering
in the donestic affairs of sovereign and i ndependent nations in the nane
of denocratic principle and free speech. They are not. It is in their
econom ¢ and political interest.

We value Richelieu' s concept of raison d etat - that the interests of
the nation (Malaysia) justify the means. We do not have to apol ogise to
anybody.

( END)
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