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SLI GHTLY over a nonth ago, a vigilante group, calling itself the Laskar
Penbel a Isl am (LPI - Defenders of IslamArny) attacked Kafe Jinbani, a pub
inthe illustrious Kemang area in Jakarta.

They did not hurt any of the patrons but destroyed |iquor signboards and
poured out barrels of beer fromthe joint.

LPI's parent body the Front Pembela Islam (FPl - Defenders of Islam
Front) defended the action saying that it should serve as a warning to al
owners of entertai nment outlets against pronoting vices to Muslins.

FPI chai rman Al Habib Muhammad Rizieq, in an interviewwth a | oca
publication, had this to say:

"W are not a sectarian novenment. W are a novenent concerned with the
decaying norals of the citizenry.

"W have t hree denmands.

"First, all advertisenents which pronbte vice nmust be totally stopped.

"Two, places which are clearly vice dens nust be cl osed down and
thirdly, cafes which are used for drugs transactions nust be cl osed down
t 0o.

"FPI will not disturb healthy cafes which only serve soft drinks, tea,
cof fee and hal al stuff.

"It isin fact a sin for us to disturb these cafes.”

Presi dent Abdurrahman Wahid a.k.a Gus Dur, when reacting to the report
of the attack on Kafe Ji nbani, said:

"What is this about a group wanting places selling liquor to be closed
down.

"This is not an Islamc State."

Muhamrad t hen chasti sed Abdurrahman, saying while the fact that
| ndonesi a not being an Islanic State may be true, but it is also not a
Sat ani ¢ nati on.

The conflict between the noderate Muslins and the nmilitants in Indonesia
is actually nore real than in Ml aysi a.

It nust be an eerie feeling for the republic's noderates to hear FP
claimng to have 15 million nmenbers of which sonme seven million are
mlitants.

The FPI also admits that it provides martial arts training for its
menbers to prepare thenselves for their tasks but denied any mlitary
trai ni ng being provided.

Conpar ati vel y, |Indonesia has a Muslimpopul ati on of which 80 per cent
are Muslins but its constitution does not insist on any race to enbrace
the religion, unlike in Ml aysia.

Back hone, Mal aysia may only have a 50 per cent Muslim popul ati on but
its constitution provides that all those born a Malay will automatically
becone a Muslim

In Mal aysia, any attenpt to give up the religion will result in a person
bei ng charged by the religious authorities.

Apart fromthat, the religious authorities are enpowered to arrest
Mal ays indul ging in vices especially liquor and sex-rel ated of fences.

Wiile there are differences in terns of constitutional provisions of
| sl am between the two countries, the attack on Kafe Jinbani is akin
t hough not necessarily equal, to the shooting of the brewery in Shah Al am
by the Al -M' unah group

If the FPI through its LPI wing wants to cl eanse up | ndonesia of imoral



activities without specifying that its ultimte objective is to set up an
Islamic State, the Al-M' unah's objective is clearly spelt out - it wants
to set up an Islamc State through armed revol ution

Agai nst these backdrop, it is actually quite interesting to see the
twist in the manner how these two militant groups react to their religious
convi cti ons.

In the case of the FPI, the fact that |Indonesia does not have religious
authorities as noral guardians to Muslins in the country, has nade the
group a sel f-appointed authority.

Whereas, in the case of Al -M' unah and other groupings in Mlaysia which
claimto be religious-based, their objectives tend to go beyond the role
of being a noral guardian to the faith of the Malay Mislins.

To them having the faith constitutionalised and the exi stence of
religious authorities to safeguard the norality of the Malays is
i nsufficient.

In short, to these groups, only the setting up of a fornmal Islamic State
with all the syariah I aws, including the hudud (Islam c penal code) in
force, can be the salvation of the Ml ays.

Ironically, Indonesia which have an 80 per cent Mislim popul ati on and
that they enbraced and held on to the faith by choice, do not believe that
the setting up of an Islamic State i s possible.

However, in Mal aysia, where the Malay Muslim population is slightly over
50 per cent, the advocates believe the setting up an Islamic State is
possi bl e and had becone a potent tool to secure votes fromthe community.

In addition, as pointed earlier, Islamis constitutionalised in Mlaysia
making it difficult to separate the true believers and those who enbrace
it without having a choice to do otherw se.

On this score, by conparison, it should be easier for an Islanmic State
to be set up in Indonesia than Malaysia but as it turned out, Islamc
advocates in the former did not seemto focus on that while in the latter,
that is the ultimte objective.

Such facts may not be of essence for the advocates of Islanic State in
Mal aysia as to them faith is not sonething to reason but to obey.

At the sane tinme, there are contradictions anong the Islanm sts in
Mal aysia when it cones to their support for their counterparts in
I ndonesi a.

When Abdurrahman managed to assune the presidency, Pas and ot her
religious groups in Malaysia hailed his ascension as a victory for |slam

To them such a situation will then spillover to Mal aysia and the nation
will be ruled not only by a Muslim but a Muslimof their character.

At that tine, not one gave any regard to the fact that Abdurrahman is a
believer in a secular systemand a strong advocate of the Panca Sila, the
basic tenets of the Indonesian constitution which separates religion from
politics.

Only after Abdurrahman started to tal k about having trade ties with
I srael and his proposal to lift the ban on comrunism did the Islamsts in
Mal aysi a started backtracking in their exuberance about his appointnent.

Now t hat Abdurrahman is no nore a good termof reference for the
Mal aysi an Islamsts to relate changes in Indonesia to Mal aysia's, one
can't help but wonder who could be their new rol e nodel .

Such thoughts arise fromthe fact that nany a Mal ay Miuslimseens to have
the need to want to follow what their Indonesian brethren do, regardless
whet her the circunstances are poles apart.

But it can't be Amen Rais, the | eader of the Muhammadi yah and t he
chanpi on of Indonesian reformasi as he is taken as an anbitious politician
who can change his col our every other day to suit his political ends.

Neither can it be Vice-President Megawati Sukarnoputri as she does not



wear the tudung and all eged as having too rmuch H ndu i nfl uence.

CGol kar chai rman Akbar Tanjung will not qualify as he is part of
Suharto's Orde Baru (New Order) and never considered an |slam st.

Wth the dearth of any Indonesian Muslim| eader as a potential "tie-up"
for the Malaysian Islanmists, it will probably pave the way for themto be
confortabl e enough in their own existence.

The Mal ay nationalists had gone through that cycle in the past when they
t ook Soekarno as their role nodel and that ceased after the era of Tun
Abdul Razak Hussein, Tun Hussein Onn and Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanmad.

Probably the Ml aysian |Islam sts too have conpleted their cycle like the
nationalists.

Then again, it is quite possible that the Malaysian Islamsts, in their
dire need for an Indonesian role nodel, are prepared to even adopt the
likes of the FPI and LPlI wi thout giving thoughts to the contrasting
exi st ence.

After all, the Al-M' unah has given the early warnings. And if the
Islami sts are truly treading that path, then woe betide all.
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