29/ 10/ 2000

Ezam under probe for snear canpai gn

ALOR STAR, Sat. - Police have begun investigating Parti Keadil an Nasi onal
Yout h chi ef Ezam Mohd Noor over his recent confession that he had sneared
the name of Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad whil e abroad.

This follows reports | odged at t he Dang Wangi police headquarters in
Kual a Lunpur and at the Kota Star police headquarters yesterday.

Both reports called for policetoinitiate investigations into Ezam s
conf essi on which was said to be seditious in nature.

State Crimnal I nvestigation Departnent chief Assistant Conm ssioner
Abdul Jal al Mohd Yunus said police woul d be calling witnesses to
facilitate i nvestigations under the Sedition Act.

In a rel ated devel opment, Ezam havi ng cone under nedi a spotlight and
drawing criticisms fromvarious quarters for all egedly betraying the
country, today denied links with any US-based strategi c consultancy firm

"Neither | nor the party has ever engaged any US-based | obby
organi sation in our canpaign to free Datuk Seri Anwar |Ibrahim" he told a
Press conference at Keadil an's headquarters Phil eo Damasar a Busi ness
Centre in Petaling Jaya.

"What | have done overseas is the same as what | have done in the
country, which is to criticise the policies and actions of Dr Mahathir and
Bari san Nasi onal . "

On Thur sday, Bernana quoted a Singapore Straits Tines report stating
that Anwar's supporters had engaged a Washi ngt on-based | obby firmto
hi ghli ght his cause and | obby for econom c pressure on Ml aysi a.

Ezamacknow edged that "friends of Datuk Seri Anwar" had engaged t he
services of Janus Merritt Strategy, a strategy consultancy firmbased in
Washi ngt on.

However, he added the Opposition party woul d decide the role JSMcoul d
pl ay and deci de whet her they shoul d receive the party's endorsemnent.

On his recent visit to the US, Mohd Ezamsaid he was invited to
participate in a forumon the presidential election at Hawaii's East West
Centre.

Wil e Ezamtold | ocal nedia he had not nmet with any | obby organi sation
while in the US, he was al so quoted by Singapore's Straits Times on
Wednesday as to have said he was i ntroduced to JMs staff while there.

Asked whet her he had been m squoted or whether the Straits Times article
was a fabrication, Ezamreplied in the negative.

On Wednesday, Utusan Mal aysia reported that he had confessed his
i nvol vement in the snear canpai gn agai nst Dr Mahathir in the United States
and Eur ope.

He was al so quoted as sayi ng that Keadilan President Datin Seri Wan
Azi zah Wan Ismail, vice-president Tian Chua and i nformati on chi ef Rusl an
Kassi mwer e responsi bl e for influencing Mal aysi an students abroad.
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