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Fact-finding teamto check out howto hel p | ndonesi ans

A BUSI NESS del egation wi || acconpany Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad on his
visit tolndonesiatoidentify nmutually beneficial opportunities and areas
wher e Mal aysi a can hel p I ndonesi a.

Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar said yesterday Dr Mahathir
made a promise to visit Indonesia as soon as possi bl e during a nmeeting
with visiting I ndonesi an Foreign M nister Alwi Shihab on Monday.

Alwi cane to Kual a Lunpur to deliver Indonesian President Abdurrahman
Wahid' s invitation for Dr Mahathir to visit |Indonesia.

"I have been instructed by the Prime M nister to prepare arrangenents
for the visit, and to send a fact-finding teamthere first to see what
areas the Indonesians are interested in," Syed Hanid said at a press
conference after opening the I nternational Synposi umon Mal aysi an Busi ness
in the New Era in Subang Jaya.

He sai d Mal aysi a needs to work with Asean nei ghbours to build confidence
in the region, and to | ndonesia revive its econony.

"W shoul d not only be seeking i nvestments fromoutside. W in the
regi on shoul d have confidence in each other, and that inturnwll be an
attraction for foreign investors to cone here," he added.

Asked if Alwi requested financial assistance fromMal aysia during his
visit, Syed Hami d said the matter was nmentioned only in general.

"Mal aysi a has al ways been very positive in terns of financial
assi stance, but first we have to go and see what needs to be done. \Wen we
visit Indonesiait will be a very focused visit," he added.

What ever assi stance Mal aysi a provides to Indonesia will be in such a way
that is beneficial to both countries, Syed Ham d said. "W will not be
going in to take advant age of | ndonesia or buy things cheap, that is not
the intention."

Earlier, Syed Ham d said Malaysia will continue to create, maintain and
expand bilateral and nmultilateral rel ati onshi ps for nmutual benefit, based
on the "prosper-thy-nei ghbour" principle.

"As a country in South-East Asia, Malaysia is very conscious of the need
to have good relations with all countries big and small, including
Australia," he added.

Syed Hami d sai d the fundamental s exi st for a strong rel ati onshi p between
Mal aysi a and Australia, given their long ties in education, trade and
investment. Malaysiais Australia's 13th | argest tradi ng partner while
Australiais the 10th [ argest foreign i nvestor in Ml aysi a.

Syed Ham d sai d both Mal aysia and Australia are culturally, ethnically
and religiously diverse. At the same tine, there are al so differences
bet ween the two countries which shoul d be respect ed.
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