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Facilities can match the best, says expert

CYBERJAYA, Fri. - State-of-the-art facilities and | ower cost are the main
selling points of E-Village, the country's "Universal Studios" whichis
targeting international fil mmakers.

Pol | ard Producti ons managi ng director Janes Ring said the facilities,

i ncluding the 200 square netres Sound Stage Studio in E-Village, was of
i nternational standards.

Ring said the studio, the largest in Asia, was very suitable as novies
now usual | y needed big studios, especially if it involved sophisticated
si de-effects.

"Anot her factor is cost. Conpared to other studios, the cost here is
much cheaper," said Ring, whose conpany is one of the consultants to the
E-Vill age.

He added that the producers of the Academy Award-wi nning Matrix was
filmed entirely in Australia as the cost there was cheaper than Hol | ywood
and E-Village coul d take advantage of its |ower rental rates.

"When Matrix was shot in Australia, all nmajor studios and even
war ehouses there were fully-booked. It practically brought Australia's
filmindustry to a tenporary standstill.

"E-Village can position itself and capture a segnent of the nmarket,"

Ri ng added.

Asked if E-Village could turn the country into a filmmaking hub |ike
Hol | ywood or Bol Il ywood, Ring said it would help lift the standards of
filmmaking in Ml aysi a.

The Studio Precinct, conprises the Sound Stage Studio - said to be
taller than the one at the recently-opened Fox Studio conplex in Australia
- and a virtual studio.

The virtual studio will have 3D ani mation, special effects and post-
production facilities for digital content creation

Thene parks and recreations of popular Asian towns as well as a mni
island will also be built. The whole project is expected to cost RVB
billion.

E-Village is a joint venture between Entertai nment Village (Ml aysia)
Sdn Bhd and British Aerospace president Steve Grace. The Ml aysi an conpany
hol ds a 70 per cent stake.

Yesterday, a nedia preview was held of the performances that will be
staged at the |launch toni ght of the Sound Stage Studio by Prinme M nister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.
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