08/ 11/ 2000

Fair report, says former TV3 director

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Aforner operations director with SistemTel evi sion
Mal aysi a Berhad tol d the H gh Court today that he consi dered a TV3 news
br oadcast of Harakah al | egedly accusing Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mobhamad of coming out of Islam(nmurtad) as fair reporting and not
def anat ory.

TV3's former operations director Ml Yunus Mohd Sai d sai d: . What was
set out inthe report were matters of general public interest particularly
on the inportant issues concerning religion and politics."”

He said the news bulletinin TV3's Bulletin UWana aired at 8pmon Aug
18, 1997, sinply reported what a particular Mnister had said during an
i nterview.

"The Mnister did say during the interviewthat he, as the head of the
Pusat |slam woul d be maki ng a proposal to the Home Affairs (Mnistry) to
reviewthe pernmt granted to Pas for the publication of Harakah."

Ml Yunus was testifying at the trial of forner Pas secretrary-genera
Hali mArshat's RVM60 nmillion defamation suit agai nst TV3, hinself and
Bul etin Ut ama producer Rozaireen | brahi mover the news bulletin.

Halim 58, clained that the words used in the news bulletin referred or
were understood to refer to hi mbecause he was at the material time Pas
secretary-general and al so the permt hol der for Harakah

He claimed that the words in their natural and ordi nary nmeani ng neant,
anong ot hers, that Harakah and Pas had published the fal se news that was
defamatory of the Prine Mnister and that Harakah and Pas were vengef ul
and jeal ous of the Prime Mnister and the country.

Hali msaid as a result he suffered enbarrassnment and his credibility,
character and reputation were tarnished.

He is claiming RVMRO nillion in damages fromeach of the three
def endant s.

Later, replying to questions by counsel Mhamad Hani pa Mai din, for
Halim M Yunus di sagreed that TV3 was malicious in broadcasting the
bulletin as it involved an i ssue of public interest.

In their defence, the defendants deny the words were defamatory in their
natural and ordi nary nmeaning and that it did not refer to Halim

They are al so relying on the defences of justification and qualified
privil ege.

Hearing continues on Dec 1.
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