19 JUNE 2000
Kel ant an- Agri cul ture
FEDERAL ALLOCATI ON OF RMLO8 M LLI ON FOR AGRI CULTURE | N KELANTAN

KOTA BAHARU, June 19 (Bername) -- The Federal governnent will set aside
RMLO8 million to develop the agricultural sector in Kelantan with the
cooperation of the state governnent.

Agriculture Mnister Datuk Effendi Norwawi said the cooperation is
aimed at turning Kelantan into a maj or food producer in efforts to nake
agriculture one of the main econom c sectors of the country.

"The Agriculture Mnistry and 12 of its agencies will be involved in
this effort in Kelantan," he said after signing a nenorandum of
under st andi ng for the establishnent of a food producti on base between the
Federal governnent and the state governnent here today.

The Kel antan state governnent was represented at the signing by Menteri
Besar Datuk Ni k Abdul Aziz Nk Mat.

Effendi said RVMb8 million of the allocation will be used to finance
commercial agricultural projects onidle land in the state ainmed at
i mproving the i ncone of farners.

He said another RVBO nmillion will be used to establish a collection
centre for all types of agricultural produce in the state in a bid to
i mprove the marketing process.

Ef fendi said his ministry has also recently sought a RML billion
all ocation fromthe Finance Mnistry to devel op and i nprove the
infrastructure facilities at the Tok Bali fish landing centre in Pasir
Put eh.

"The Tok Bali fishing landing centre will be made the nost nodern and
bi ggest in the east coast," he said.

"Catches | anded at the centre now anobunt to 50,000 tonnes a year and we
aimto see this increased to 100,000 tonnes a year."

The MOU signed today was the fourth by the mnistry with previous MlUs
signed being with the state governnents of Johor, Kedah and Perlis.

Ni kK Azi z, meanwhile, thanked the Federal governnent for assisting the
Kel ant an PAS state government in devel oping the agricultural sector.

"I would like to especially thank Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad for broaching the i dea of coordinated action involving the Federa
governnent, state governnment and private sector," he said.

"Such an effort is expected to greatly benefit not only farners and
agricultural project operators but the government as well."

Ni k Azi z hoped youths in the state woul d not shun enpl oynent
opportunites in the agricultural sector which nowoffers lucrative returns
with the introduction of nodern technol ogy.
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