23/ 10/ 2000
Ferrari's doubl e after 21 years, thanks to Schumacher

Radzi Sapi ee

SEPANG, Sun. - On a day of drama and excitenment, M chael Schumacher put
the icing on Ferrari's cake today when he won the Mal aysian Grand Prix to
give his teamthe double for the first time in 21 years.

Only two weeks after wi nning the drivers' chanpi onshi p i n Suzuka, Japan,
the 31-year-old German gave a di splay of masterly control and cool
handl i ng of his hot rod in front of 90,000 Fornul a One fans at the Sepang
International Crcuit, dubbed the Honme of Motorsports.

McLaren's Davi d Coul t hard was second whil e Schunmacher' s t eanmat e, Rubens
Barrichello, third.

McLaren's M ka Hakki nen, who was nmade to undergo a 10-second penalty in
the pit stop for a junp start, clawed his way back but could only nanage
fourth place.

Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad, speaking to reporters
after the race, said the Grand Prix could bring the country RML billionin
forei gn exchange earni ngs.

Dr Mahathir al so praised the SI C nanagenent for once again successfully
staging the Grand Prix. Malaysia had its first Fornula One race | ast year,
whi ch was sai d to have grossed forei gn exchange ear ni ngs of RVb0OO nillion.

Dr Mahat hir said there were nore people watching the F1 race this year
conpared to | ast year.

"Last year, | was not sure if (SICchairman) Tan Sri Basir Ismail could
do the job. But now, he has passed with flying colours and I amconfi dent
that he can extend the good j ob when we host the Malaysian GP in 2001," he
sai d.

Dr Mahat hir was asked a host of questions, including howhe thought SIC
coul d cope as it woul d be stagi ng the 2001 race in March next year - just
five nonths away.

He sai d nore than 90, 000 spectators attended the F1 raci ng spectacul ar
conpared to |l ast year's 80, 000.

Al t hough the official figure has not been ascertai ned, Dr Mahat hir said
82,000 tickets were sold before the race.

As the Sepang race is also the last in the calendar - |ast year's event
was the penultinmate | eg before it was concluded in Japan - Dr Mhathir
bel i eved the foreigners woul d extend their stay in the Federal capital.

"1 understand that sone of the teans have deci ded to keep their
equi prent here till March. So we coul d see themspending nore tine in
Mal aysi a," said Dr Mahathir.

The 2001 season will start in Australia with Mal aysi a hosting the second
| eg.

Both races will be held in March and it appears sensible for the teams
to keep their machi nes and equi prrent in Sepang as Malaysia is nearer to
Austral i a conpared to Europe.

Dr Mahathir al so said Malaysia was training its young racers with the
hope that they woul d conpete in F1 races one day.

"We need to start with the go-kart first, and then graduate. It nay take
tinme but we need to start early," he said.

( END)
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