21/ 11/ 2000

Fertile ground for young to devel op i deas

THE provi sion of fertile ground for young mnds to devel op newideas is
crucial if enmerging econom es want to be in sync with the New Econony.

Stressing the need to invest in innovation and creativity found in the
m nds of children, Sun M crosystens Inc Science Ofice director Dr John
Gage sai d: "The nmerger of informati on technol ogy and bi ot echnol ogy wi | | be
the area for newindustries in the next 10 years... Children should be
allowed to play with themtoday," he told the New Straits Tines before
presenting a speci al address on "New Econony Beyond Dot Cons" during a
smart partnership dinner.

Gage, who is a nenber of the Miulti medi a Super Corridor's International
Advi sory Panel, said young m nds had been fundanental in devel opi ng
i nnovations created by the I nternet over the past three decades, such as
net wor ki ng protocol s, web-indexi ng and conput er-ai ded desi gn.

Mal aysi a, he added, had proven itself a "good training ground" for G77
nations to observe how gl obal projects |ike the MSC coul d succeed.

"Mal aysia is a test case country whi ch knows what it wants, has a vision
and is able to get things done at reasonabl e cost."

Earlier, Gage acconpanied Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad
ingiving atour of the MSC exhi bition at the Berjaya Langkawi Beach and
Spa Resort to over 10 heads of governnent.
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