31 JAN 2000
Syed Hami d- Cuba
FI DEL CASTRO | NVI TES MAHATHIR FOR G- 77 SUW T | N HAVANA

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 31 (Bernanma) -- Cuban President Fidel Castro has
extended his personal invitation for Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad to attend the G 77 summit of devel oping countries in Havana from
April 11 to 14.

Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hamid Al bar said the invitation was in
recognition of Dr Mahathir's role as a strong advocate and supporter of
Sout h- Sout h rel ati ons.

It was conveyed by the special representative of the Cuban president,
M guel Ramirez Ranmps who called on Syed Hamid at Wsnma Putra, here, today.

"He enphasised that it is a personal invitation of Fidel Castro as Dr
Mahathir's presence will contribute effectively and neaningfully to this
summt,"” Syed Hamid told reporters after the neeting.

He said the Havana gat hering woul d di scuss several key areas such as
gl obalisation and its inpact on devel opi ng econom es, North-South relations
and knowl edge and technol ogy.

He said given the unstoppabl e nature of gl obalisation which was havi ng
an inpact on South-South nations, it would only be natural for the
devel oping world to have its inputs to ensure that the process woul d not
af fect them adversely.

Syed Hanmid said he was infornmed by Ranpbs that the summit was intended
as a preparatory discussion to enabl e devel oping countries to play a nore
meani ngful role when the United Nations convene its special assenbly on the
mllenniumin New York in Septenber.

The minister also elaborated on his recent visits to Wst Asia which
i ncl uded Egypt and Al geri a.

On the outcone of his visit to Cairo where he net key gover nment
figures including President Hosni Mibarak, Syed Hamid said it was agreed
that the Ml aysi a- EQypt Joi nt Conmi ssion formed in 1977 woul d be
reactivated.

He said this was in line with the wish of both sides to deepen
bilateral relations particularly in trade, investnent and tourism

Syed Ham d said Egypt would also |ike Dr Mahathir to grace the G 15
summ t of the nore advanced devel opi ng countries in Cairo in June.

He said Mal aysia definitely needed to put nore focus on countries such
as Egypt with its sizeable popul ation and vast investnent opportunities for
Mal aysi ans.

Di scussions in Cairo also touched on humanitarian intervention and
sovereignty of state with a new thinking anong sonme quarters in the UN that
the world body should be allowed to intervene in any country in the world
whenever there were allegations of human rights abuses, he said.

"I think this type of devel opnent nmust not be used as an excuse to
interfere in the internal affairs of other countries. This matter nust be
gi ven particular attention," Syed Hami d said.

The m ni ster said on behalf of the Ml aysi an governnent, he invited
Mubarak to pay an official visit to Ml aysia.

Regarding his trip to Algeria, he said Mal aysia would | ook at the
possibility of opening up an enbassy in Al giers.

Syed Hanmid said Algerian mnisters he net were also interested to |learn
nore about Mal aysi a's devel opment process including in fields such as
i nfrastructure, banking and finances as well as privatisation.

"We' || be forming a joint conmssion with Algeria to enable us to have



regul ar meetings to nonitor and follow up on sone of the suggestions made,"
he added.

Syed Ham d al so visited Oman.
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