04/ 12/ 2000
“In-fighting alarmng' (HL)

Patri ck Sennyah; Nel son Fernandez

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - The in-fighting anong Muslins in the country is
alarm ng, to the extent that children are being noul ded at a tender age to
hate and spite governnent |eaders

Maki ng reference to events | eading up to the recent Lunas by-el ection
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad sai d t oday he was shocked to
hear that children were shouting "Bunuh Dr Mahathir" (kill Dr Mahathir)
and ot her spiteful renarks.

These remarks, he said, included the allegations that he was
"un-1slam c¢" and di d not respect the ul amak and Prophet Mihanmmad.

"The fault lies not with these children who have no know edge of their
actions but with their parents who are Qpposition supporters. They use
their children as tools for their political purposes,"” he said.

He was speaki ng at a breaki ng of fast organi sed by the Federal Territory
Umo at the new W | ayah Per sekut uan Mosque on Jal an Duta here, where he
presented gifts and donations to about 1,300 poor and needy fromthe city.

Dr Mahat hir sai d al t hough Mal aysi a was a rol e nodel to other devel opi ng
Islam c countries, the sad truth was that unity and harnony whi ch exi st ed
among Muslinms for many years had now deteriorated due to vicious lies and
rumours.

Di sunity had reached such a | evel that Muslins, anong t hensel ves, chose
not to pray together and even did not allowtheir childrento marry into
fam |ies supporting different political parties.

"It seens that the disunity can no | onger be bridged. Even pl aces of
wor ship are not spared and bei ng used as venues to spread such |ies and
runours, " he said.

He said the majority of these "culprits" had gone to the extent of
seeki ng outside assi stance to undermni ne the Government.

"What these people do not realise is that unlike them the Barisan
Nasi onal has proven that it does not need any outsi de assi stance at all.
W are capabl e of devel opi ng the country ourselves," he said.

Havi ng run out of ideas to underm ne and discredit the Governnent, Dr
Mahat hi r sai d, these peopl e hoped outside interference woul d hel p t hem
achi eve their cause

He sai d Mal aysi a, under the BN | eadership, had | ong practi sed t he proven
denocratic process whi ch was now bei ng expl oited and m sused by certain
quarters to confuse the rakyat.

"I'f they continue to blind the people with their version of how
denocrary should be, their actions will eventually | ead to the destruction
of the country," he added.

The Prinme Mnister said it was tinme the rakyat realised that these
outside forces were norethanwillingtointerfere nmerely because Ml aysi a
was vocal about their foreign policies and ideol ogi es.

He said the peopl e shoul d not be influenced by these "ki nd gestures"”
fromforeign countries, and realise that their focus should be on
restoring unity anmong t hensel ves.

He al so urged Muslins to be thankful for all the good things they had
received fromthe country and not to fall victimto those out to use them
for personal gain.
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