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Fi ghting bi ased Western nedi a

ful Azhar Abdul |l ah

THE openi ng day of the Southern Africa I nternational Dial ogue on Sunday
was marked by a resolute will froml eaders of participating nations to
fight the Western nedia's mi srepresentation of the devel opi ng worl d.

At the end of a two-hour dial ogue session participated by sel ected nedi a
partners, business and | abour | eaders, the heads of State and Gover nnent
felt that establishing a news network and forging cl ose co-operati on anong
devel opi ng countries would hel p their cause in fighting the Western
medi a' s bi ased reporting.

They are al so determ ned to ensure that the nmedia and people in their
countries uphold their values and traditions.

The | eaders who assenbl ed at a roundtable facilitated by Mdzambi can
Prime M ni ster Dr Pascoal Mocunbi, exam ned the i ssue conpr ehensi vely,

i ncl udi ng aski ng t hensel ves why their countries relied so much on Wstern
nmedi a | i ke the Cabl e News Network and Reuters for news about their own
regi on.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad tol d t he session t hat
Africa and Asi a shoul d t ake advant age of the "technol ogy avail abl e at your
doorsteps" to counter the Western nedi a's bi ased and unfair
representations of the region.

Telling the | eaders of the Southern African nations and ot her di al ogue
partners that "l have stopped readi ng t he Western nmedi a", Dr Mahathir
suggested the creation of a hub or news network to enabl e Asia and Africa
to exchange news and counter msreporting by the Western nedi a.

According to a participant, Dr Mahathir remarked at the session that "if
t he West ern medi a have frequently m sreported about Mal aysia, | suspect
t hey have ni sreported on other countries as well".

Perhaps, the | eader in the best position to relate his country's
experi ence of having suffered at the hands of the Western medi a was t he
Presi dent of Zi nbabwe, Robert Migabe

He strengt hened the perception that the Western medi a had been unfairly
bi ased to Asia and Africa

The recent coverage of the election in Zi nbabwe was cited as a good
exanpl e of howthe nmedia in the West tried to set a preconceived i dea on
the outcone of the polls.

Even before the el ection, the dial ogue participants were told, the
Western nedi a had portrayed the Zi mbabwean el ection as unfair and said it
was not free

A | eader argued that it would be costly for the Third Wrld countries to
install newtechnology |like a satellite to broadcast news about the
region, but Dr Mahathir told the | eaders that the Internet was at their
di sposal and it was not costly.

The fact that nmany mai nstream newspapers have gone online should
facilitate the exchange of news between countries in Asia and Africa, he
sai d.

One partici pant suggested that the nedi a exchange stories about each
other's region rather than depend on Western news agenci es for reports on
Asia and Afri ca.

"Al'l we need to do is downl oad a story, for exanple about an i ssue in
South Africa, froma website owned by a South African newspaper and print
it in our newspapers," said the participant.

A | eader al so suggested that a website which coul d be accessed by



nations in Asia and Africa be constructed.

Named by the participants as a "post office", the website shoul d enabl e
the users to "post and collect” reports of other countries on issues
affecting the two regions.

A participant al so suggested that an African news network be set up to
link it with the Asian News Network whi ch i s now provi ding reports on
Asi a.

Despite a fruitful session, sonme participants were sceptical of the
i deas materialising because of the attitude of sone African countries and
their |eaders.

Energi ng fromthe sessi on, Makwai a Kahenga, editor-in-chief of G eat
Anal ysi s of Tanzania, said some African | eaders should be bl aned for
allowing their countries to become the victinms of the Western medi a.

"Things will not change as | ong as our | eaders continue to trust CNN
rather than their own nedia," he said.

"Sone African |leaders are nore interested in being interviewed by a
white Western reporter rather than | ocal reporters ... some of us even
di scard reports witten by our own people," he added.

Kahenga prai sed Dr Mahathir for "educating African | eaders".

"I could sense the reason why the Western nedia don't |ike Dr Mahathir,"
he said.

Before arriving at the Mozanbi can capital, Kahenga said he was contact ed
by Reuters in London.

He said they wanted to know what Dr Mahat hir woul d be doi ng i n Maput o.

"They pick on Dr Mahathir because they are worried he will educate the
African | eaders.

"Unfortunately, we have just one Mahat hir Mohamad in the world," he
sai d.
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