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Fi rst Ladi es not taking a back seat

FI RST Ladi es are not taking the back seat at international forunms - the
First Lady of Mal aysia Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali joins the First
Ladi es of Zi mbabwe, Mbzanbi que, Lesotho and Nami bia to use their roles to
chanpi on t he struggl e agai nst the H V/ Al DS pandeni c.

VWhile their Presidents and Prine Mnisters were engrossed i n a deep
di scussion on smart partnership, the First Ladies held alengthy |lunch
wor k session | ast Monday to di scuss ways to battle world's killer
di seases.

Despite her absence due to Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mbhanmad' s engagenent in London today, Dr Siti Hasnah prepared a worki ng
paper whi ch was presented at a special session on Building a smart
partnershi p agenda: Children of the nissing generation - inpact of killer
di seases yest erday.

The Prime M nister's wife, briefing Mal aysi an reporters on her paper
bef ore | eavi ng for London, said the H V/ Al DS epi deni ¢ had caused
devastating effects on the personal |ives of people, famlies, communities
and econoni es of nations.

She tol d the session that the di sease was a devel opnental crisis and
rapi dly becom ng a security risk.

Now ranked as the top killer in Africa (it had killed nearly 15 nillion
peopl e since the early 1980s), it would make the majority of the 10.4
mllion African children bel owthe age of 15 orphans by the end of this
year because their parents woul d have di ed of Al DS.

So far the disease has infected nore than 34.3 nmillion people in the
world, 15.7 million of whomare wonen and about 11.4 nillion or one third
of them youths.

These nunbers are horrifying because death and funeral s are beconing a
daily affair, said Dr Siti Hasmah.

"The effects are far-reaching as the famly | oses one or both parents or
even several menbers of a household who are inthe prime of their life and
per meat es every soci al and econoni ¢ sphere of a country's progress and
devel opnent .

"In fact, all the progress we have gained will be negated with high
death rates, lower |ife expectancy and a huge soci al cost whi ch nost
Governments cannot afford to bear, thus resulting in the disintegration of
the society and fam lies," she added.

Dr Siti Hasmah called for the inplenmentation of nulti-pronged and
synergi stic approach and shared experiences to deal with the epi dem c.

"Whil e there remai n many gaps in policy i ssues, we have enough evi dence
and i nfornmation to advocate for nore equitable care for the nargi nalised
groups, for universal access to health care and for nedical treatnment to
be | ess costly."

Dr Siti Hasnmah al so said that "we need supportive social policies and we
need to bal ance human rights with H V/ Ai DS strategi es".

"It does not matter whether we work fromtop down or from bottom up.
What natters is that we nust recogni se that the H V/ Al DS epi deni ¢ has
threatened the entire soci o-econonic structure of a country."

( END)
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