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First order, then | aw faci ng Pas-devi ants nexus

Abdul | ah Ahnmad
THE Governnent's constant search for solutions would not end any sooner.
But first order, then | aw

I amrem nded of Mchael Fay's case who was convicted, fined and caned
(reduced fromsix strokes to four follow ng President Clinton's appeal) in
Si ngapore for vandali smand m schief.

Wuld Cdinton, the Western nmedi a and Western human rights activists and
groups have bothered if Fay was a bl ack Anerican? Wuld the Western nedi a,
human rights groups and what have you, taken up the case if it had been
Sal l eh, a Malay teen from Kok Lanas?

What ever t he Gover nment does agai nst the Al -M' unah, both the opposition
and the Western neddl ers woul d want to know why the Prime M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, did what he did.

Dr Mahathir should treat these Western neddl ers as Lee Kuan Yew, who
will be calling on himin | ess than 20 days' tine, always did. The matter
in the case of Al-Ma'unah is sinple: a crinme against the state and
puni shnent. Crimnals, agitators and the enenies of the state and those
with intent to topple the Governnent had to be taught not to repeat or
woul d think twi ce before repeating their crinmes and attenpts.

For sure, sonme of the Al -M' unah nenbers are courting excuses to die as
martyrs or syahid. Last Friday, hundreds of pro-Pas students at the
Uni versity of Mal aya staged protests against two pop concerts at Stadi um
Negara and called for jihad to protect the sanctity of |slam (what agai nst
pop concerts?). A poster reads "Andai kita terkorban nanti, percayail ah
syahid nenanti kita - Heaven awaits nartyrs"

They called for the shedding of blood to inpose their mnority will on
the majority and Malaysia is only half-Mislim Inmagine if these people
ever conme to power and yet the DAP loyally strives hard to present Pas as
a tolerant party whose existence is good for the working of parlianentary
denocracy.

The Ml aysi an Government nust | earn from Singapore how to deal severely
with any religious group which is out at first to destabilise society,
then start a revol ution, capture the governnment and lastly round up their
enem es and mnisters - shoot or hang them Then a theocratic state rules.

What happened in Gik and Sauk was disgraceful. \Wat was exposed by Dr
Mahathir is very disturbing and frightening. That Al -M' unah nmenbers, many
of whom are Pas nenbers, were ready to die as martyrs, according to their
narrow perception of jihad, in their attenpted and failed attack on the
Batu Caves Hindu tenple and the Carlsberg brewery in Shah Al am

Pas, Al -M'unah and other satellite organisations, fromtheir utterances
and statenents had indicated that they are not on all fours with our
present formof Governnment they want instead an Irani an-type of
government, a systemrather popular with young |Islanists and Pas nenbers.

A mlitant Islamand theocratic nation is the luxury only of a nation
with a huge majority of Muslins can afford. Ml aysian Mislins cannot
i ndul ge in such a luxury because Mal aysia is only hal f-Mislim

The majority of noderate Muslins and ot her Ml aysi ans are happy with the
present node of government in respect of religion and politics, nothing
nmore nothing | ess, otherwise either way it will spark trouble.

What is occurring in Malaysian politics is very, very dangerous. The
direction of which is predictable unless it is checked drastically and
fast. Its devel opnent inperil national security, inter-racial and



religious harnmony which can eventually lead to the disintegration of our
mel ting pot.

There is no doubt that Pas politics of hate which starts early - from
its kindergartens to the civil service corridors and even in the private
sector - has borne fruit. The politics of Al -M'unah nmovenent and that of
the other satellite organisations is perhaps an extension of an irrationa
extrem sm (which unfortunately to many mi sgui ded people) and nilitancy
within Pas itself.

There are sl aughters being carried out in the nane of religion in Ml uku
islands and in Algeria. The Governnent nust act now rather than later to
stop simlar situations ever happening here.

The terrorists, using Islamas a cloak, had jeopardi sed the security of
the nation, conmitted torture and nurder. They deserve to be dealt with
severely under the Malaysian law, and if necessary, even be detai ned under
the Internal Security Act (ISA).

My col |l eagues and | were detained under I SA in 1976 (admittedly by an
anmbi tious politician - "CGhulant’ - who had thought detaining ne and mny
friends would catapult himinto the Umo | eadership in 1978) and | knew
what was like to be in a political prison for five years, two of which
were in solitary confinenent - deprived of even the nost basic things and
rights, degraded, assaulted and even tortured in sone cases.

Still, | believe the use of | SA and other energency regulation is not
only justified but called for if the Governnent feels it is absolutely
necessary to arrest the dangerous trend that will, if unchecked with

haste, turn this beautiful country into Ml uku islands and worse, an
extrene theocratic nation

Pas, which openly advocates and does Al -M' unah, turning racially
delicatel y-bal anced Mal aysia into an Islamnation in the fashion of either
I ran or Afghanistan, and at best Saudi Arabia, won overwhel ming control of
Terengganu and regai ned Kel antan very easily in the Novenber 1999 genera
el ection, also won 27 seats in Parlianent - its |largest harvest since its
i nception in 1951.

Pas now wants to capture the central government. If it cannot do so
t hrough el ections, and it knows it cannot, however, its mlitantly-

i ndoctrinated young nenbers and synpat hisers will strive to cause a civil
strife and even commit assassinations. Qur mnulti-racial and noderate
val ues and lifestyle are now under seige, which is evident everywhere.

I must be fair. Pas' indulgent attitude towards the Al -M unah group is
true to formwhich after all, as Dr Mahathir had observed, is the direct
consequence of Pas' active overt and covert canpai gn of hatred agai nst the
CGovernnent, especially through Friday prayer sernons and religi ous
| ectures.

As Dr Mahat hir had said, the level of gravity is high - to them action
speaks | ouder than words. The governnment rust not play down the gravity of
the situation. Speak up and act fast and bol dly.

Now, Mal aysi ans, including Mal ay-Bum putras have seen what Pas and Al -
Ma' unah feel about them (unl ess you are one of them by what they do,
rat her than what they say, no matter how sweet to the undeaf ear.

( END)
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