21/ 06/ 2000
Fi ve-day week will increase consuner spendi ng, output

Timor Mtsu

| AM a Japanese busi nessman who really admires Malaysia for its

devel opnent and the | eadership of Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Moharad.

Al'l these have attracted my conpanies to invest here. Malaysia is far
nmor e devel oped than nost devel opi ng countri es.

The strong econonic growh shows Malaysia is on the right track.

The Governnent's decision to give two Saturdays off every nonth for the
public sector will further boost the econony.

This is because the nunber of working days and off days is directly
related to econom c growt h (consuner spending) and the performance of the
enpl oyees (notivation).

This is why a |l ot of countries, especially the fully devel oped countries
I i ke Japan, prefer a five-day week.

One of the factors determining economc growh is consunerspendi ng
H gher consuner spendi ng neans hi gher economi c grow h.

Si nce wor ki ng peopl e have the greatest purchasing power, they should be
encouraged to spend nore by giving themnore opportunities and tinme to
spend t heir hard-earned noney.

Total |l y abol i shing working on Saturdays will definitely increase
consumer spendi ng on Saturday norni ng and the ni ght before.

Al t hough the Ml aysi an Gover nment has nmade the right nove, it is stil
not enough to further boost consuner spendi ng for hi gher economic grow h,
unless all the private conpanies give full support for a five-day week.

| heard sone local private conpanies still have a 5 1/2-day week, a
systemthat | owers workers' performance and notivation.

Since the private sector has nore workers than the public sector, al
the private sector conpani es, especially |local ones, should fully observe
a five-day week ahead of the public sector.

Two full days off will allow for rmuch higher consumer spending than 1
1/2 days off.

I magi ne the increase in the ambunt of consuner spending if all private
compani es observed a five-day week.

It benefits the econony and all busi nesses.

Compani es | ose not hing but gain everything by having a five-day week.

Besi des economic growth, a five-day week al so boosts worker performance

One nmai n reason why Japanese conpani es prefer a five-day week i s because
two full days off fromwork are good for workers' notivation. This is why
Japanese wor kers al ways | ook energetic.

The excitement of having two full days off on weekends notivate themto
performbetter.

Conpani es nmust choose quality (five-day week) and not quantity (5 1/2-
day week) for greater results.

Mal aysia is devel oping very well but the private conpani es can nmake it
better if all of themstand united by choosing a five-day week. You al
can because Mal aysi a Bol eh

I can't wait to informmy fellow directors of all the great investnent
opportunities in Ml aysia.

I will visit Malaysia again very soon and | hope on ny next visit, |
wi || hear about nore private conpani es adopting a five-day week.

Arigato and sayonara
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