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DURI NG t he Sabah el ections early | ast year, frogs al nost became Parti
Bersatu Sabah's mascot.

PBS | eaders and candi dat es kept cal ling many of the Bari san Nasi ona
candi dates, who used to be their nmenbers, frogs for crossing over to the
eneny.

So extensive was the use of the frog anal ogy that many Sabahans becane
enoti onal about the betrayal, refusing to see that it was actually anot her
political ploy to gain power.

Now, that period in tinme has becone history.

Sabahans wi Il nowrealise that even those who shouted "frog" | oudest of
t hei r opponents have ended up becom ng one thensel ves, as seeninthe
recent crossover by six PBS assenbl ynmen to BN

The point here is that the longer the time that has el apsed, the nore
things fall into proportion, or so said a fanobus witer.

It is a human fallacy to want to pass qui ck judgenent on i ssues and
soneti mes, due to the hastiness, the bigger pictureis ignoredinthe
interest of a few

The Ummo suprene council's no-contest advice for the president and
deputy president posts i s anot her noteworthy exanpl e.

When t he advi ce was made, an unendi ng streamof criticismfromw thin
Umo and without poured in

Now, with that period in time having el apsed, it is obvious there was
nore to the advice than net the eye.

It has enabl ed Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad to crack t he whip, at
| east in so far as Umo is concerned, froma position of nore authority
and accept ance.

Dr Mahathir is not only the undi sputed | eader of the party, but he has
cl eared what ever uncertainti es there were surroundi ng | eadership
successi on as Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi i s now unchal | enged for the
deputy presidency.

Now, the party chief has taken things one step further: ensuring
candi dates for the Umo el ecti ons, peopl e who are going to be | eaders of
the post-Mahathir era, are not noney-politic ogres.

This is explained by the exerci se where the candi dates - for the vice-
presi dency, Wanita and deputy Wani ta chi ef posts and deputy Youth chi ef
posts, all 15 of them- signed a pledge to stop canpai gni ng and dabbl i ng
in noney politics or any other corrupt practice.

The pl edge, signed on Monday night with Dr Mahathir as the witness,
bi nds themuntil the Umo el ections on May 10 and 11.

In short, the candidates will not be all owed to comunicate, directly,
or indirectly by using their agents, with the del egates.

And the circunstances | eading to this episode can i ndeed be
incrimnating - there have been nunerous reports of candi dates spendi ng
noney to buy votes and del egates going up to candidates literally selling
their votes

I n other words, despite the numerous warni ngs and acti on taken agai nst
candi dates in previous years for indulgingin noney politics, sone
del egat es and candi dates are obviously still "snitten" with the practi ce.

The i ssue of noney politics has been repeatedly di scussed and puni shrent
duly neted out.

In 1994, the party held an extraordi nary general assenbly purely to



di scuss noney politics foll owi ng reports of extensive indul genceinthe
practice in the previous year's Umo el ections.

Del egates to this extraordi nary neeting confessed to receiving cash
handphones (which were then quite rare) and ot her kinds of material gifts
inreturn for votes.

The del egates and party | eaders then coll ectively pledged to put their
heart and soul into stopping the nmoney-politic hydra fromspreading its
tent acl es.

The practice persisted, however, and in the 1996 party el ections,
several candi dates were disqualified for noney politics.

As such, although Dr Mahathir's order, that the candi dates pl edge to
steer clear of canpai gning and noney politics, is unconventional and
drastic, many tend to be sceptical of the nove ever achieving its desired
resul t.

Dr Mahathir hinself hinted at this when he said: "I amnot convi nced
that there will be no canpaigns (in next nonth's elections). But if | find
that there are, | will expose the person who i s canpai gning at the genera
assenbl y. "

It is, in essence, a nove to ensure Umo continues withits politica
coneback after the battering it took during the | ast general el ections.

Having | ed the country to an econoni c turnaround, the time has cone for
Umo to stage a political turnaround. (Victory in the Sanggang by-el ection
on April 1 2000 signalled the start of this).

The only way for the party to achieve this is to negate the bad i mage it
has been | abelled with and that neans killing corrupt practices and noney
politics.

Dr Mahathir and the rest of the Umo fam |y have cone to terns with the
fact that it is perceptions which are actually naking it difficult for the
party to be accepted as the ultimate Malay political vehicle.

There is no doubt that the nove to stop candi dates for Umo's top posts
fromcanpai gning will be questioned in ternms of denocratic val ues.

But the fact remains that the party menbers who conpl ai n about the | ack
of denocracy in Umo are probably the sane ones who indulge in all the
undenocratic ethics vis-a-vis noney politics.

As put across by an ardent supporter of the no-contest advice: "It's al
about econonics for sone of these nenbers. The reason t hese peopl e want
contests is sinple...the nore contenders, the higher the val ue they can
put on their votes." That is the del egates.

Then, there will be candi dates who wi Il conplain that such a directive
makes it difficult for themto articulate their visions and agenda for the
party.

O hers will lanent that they do not have the executive position to get
del egates to realise what stuff they are nade of f.

Then, some will point fingers at others for using noney to secure votes
and the accused will then turn around and nake a simlar accusation of the
accuser.

This thing will go round and round until in the end, every candi date,
goi ng by the accusations and counter-accusations, is corrupt and
practising noney politics.

Al as, these candi dates may be no better than the nane-calling PBS
| eaders.

( END)
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