27/ 02/ 2000
Focus on K- Econony

Abdul Razak Ahmad; P. Chandra Sagaran; Rosi han Zain

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - "~K-Econony' or know edge-based econony was the
buzzword at today's Young Mal ay Professionals Congress attended by sone
1, 200 partici pants.

Congr ess spokesman Zahari Mhanmed said the workshops were designed to
hi ghli ght the various chall enges faced by Ml ay professionals.

"Ml ay professionals nust be made aware of these issues, so that they
will not be left behind in the face of globalisation and the wave of
conmuni cations and i nformati on technol ogy sweepi ng over us.

"Several measures were outlined on the devel opnent of a generation of
dynam c Mal ay entrepreneurs in the face of globalisation," he expl ai ned.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mohanad opened the two-day
congress jointly-organi sed by the Associ ati on of Ex- MRSM St udents ( ANSARA)
and the Mnistry of Entrepreneur Devel opnent.

The wor kshops were on Entrepreneurshi p; Educati on and Human Resource;
Econony and Fi nance; Religion, Culture and Society, and Hi gh- Technol ogy.

Each of the workshops featured prom nent intellectuals and busi nessnen
who presented papers on prevailing issues and the hurdles that needed to
be overcome. Governnent policies were also discussed in |light of these
i ssues.

Far from bei ng anot her hi gh-brow di scussi on on policies, the workshops
touched on real, practical problens and their sol utions.

"The real -thrust of K-Econony is on high-technology and this fact was
stressed in the workshop," said Ahmad Najib Ariffin, a congress official.

The hi gh-t echnol ogy workshop for instance, he said, stressed the
i nportance of patenting intellectual property, while urging technopreneurs
to go beyond the general |IT market and i nto devel opi ng sophisti cated
comuni cations and i nformati on technol ogy.

A surprising last-mnute |large turn-out was seen at the Religion,

Cul ture and Soci ety workshop. The workshop initially had the | east nunber
of participants who registered for it.

Meanwhi | e, the Educati on and Human Resour ce wor kshop tackl ed i ssues such
as training for skilled-workers, while com ng up with suggestions on
overconmi ng the weaknesses of the education system

The Econony and Fi nance wor kshop featured the father-and-daughter team
of renowned academni ci an Royal Professor Ungku A Aziz and Bank Negara
deputy governor Datuk Dr Zeti Akhtar Aziz.

Ungku Azi z chaired the discussion while Zeti presented a paper outlining
the features influencing the econony, and issues pertaining to
gl obal i sati on.

Al'l the workshops are expected to have concl usi ons prepared, which will
be translated into the congress' resol utions.

"The resolutions and findings will be publicised through our website. The
congress is also considering conpiling all rel evant papers and docunents
and publishing themin book form"

He said the resol utions of the congress would be presented to Deputy
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahrmad Badaw .
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