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Following in Henry the Bl ack's footsteps

K P Varan

BLESSED wi t h a | ong coast | i ne, numerous beautiful islands and a | ong sea-
faring history, all Ml aysi ans shoul d be dreani ng of sailing the seven
seas. The words of Annie Lennox's song Sweet Dreans echoed in ny ears as |
sat on the deck of the Eveline with rain pelting down in sheets in the
early hours of one norning while streaks of |ight dawned on the di stant
hori zon.

The pilot cutter's sails were billow ng, the nmotor silent, and the boat
bounced and crashed through the waves at a speed of nine knots as we
headed for Langkawi .

"Sweet Dreans are made of these;

Who am | to disagree

| have travelled the world and seven seas;

Everybody is | ooking for something."

It is true that everybody is al ways | ooking for sonething, and by
cl ocking 300 nautical nmiles fromPort Klang to Langkawi during the week-
| ong Raja Muda I nternational Regatta, | feel | have redi scovered that
sonet hing | have been | ooking for.

Those who have sail ed, especially for |ong di stances, can understand the
joy of the blazing sun, the extrenely cold nights, the hard work of
cranking the winches totrimthe sails and tacking themor sitting al one
and absorbi ng the sil houettes of distant islands on a nmoonlit night.

During the regatta, Mal aysi ans m ngl ed and exchanged stories with ot her
sailors fromevery nook and corner of the world. It was a ri pe opportunity
for us to act as ambassadors to spread goodwi I |, culture and friendliness
to the rest of the world.

Currently, the sport is confined to a small nunber and al t hough yacht
cl ubs around the country are working hard to pronote "optim st" programres
for youngsters, only a small fraction of themhang on to the hobby once
t hey becone adults.

There is al so general perceptionthat it is a sport for the rich, but
this notion has to be changed

Take Saskia Van Rijt, 26, fromHol | and who spent the better part of her
life studying for a maritinme and shipping | aw degree i n Ansterdam After
obtaining it, she packed her bags and went to Thail and where she wor ked
with a diving conmpany for eight nonths.

Havi ng caught the sailing bug she ended up in Langkawi and ever since
t hen, has been junping fromone boat to anot her doi ng odd-j obs, cooking,
cleaning in return for the privilege of sailingwith their crews. Soon she
will be at the King's Cup regatta in Thail and and off to new desti nati ons.

Mohamed Huzai zi Moharmed Ghazal i, 40, (known as Adek in the sailing
comunity) started off as a boat painter and | ater a cashier at the Royal
Sel angor Yacht Cub in Port Kl ang and whenever any boat was short of crew,
he would be the first to junp on board.

Last year, Adek was part of a crewthat sailed a yacht fromLangkaw to
Turkey to deliver the boat to its new owner. He hopes one day to enul ate
hi s hero, Datuk Azhar Mansor, who sail ed around the world singl e- handedly.

Azhar, who attended the prize presentation cerenony for the regatta,
said there is a need to stinulate interest anong Ml aysi ans, especially
youngsters, in sailing and this shoul d be done at the school -1 evel by
including it as part of the curriculum

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad, who in his younger days



was invol ved in boat-building, has always envisioned Mal aysia to be a
maj or sea-faring nation. Apart fromencouraging the boating and sailing
i ndustry, he has al so been a prinme nover in ensuring the necessary
infrastructure is in place.

Critics who had denounced the spendi ng of money for the building of huge
mari nas around the country, need only visit the Langkawi, Lunut, Port
Kl ang and ot her yacht clubs to see boats fromas far away as the Virgin
I sl ands berthed there.

One can still renmenber that on June 23, 1991 on a visit to Chile, Dr
Mahat hir had startled many by announcing that the first nman to
ci rcummavi gate the worl d was a Mal ay known as Henry t he Bl ack.

The Prime M nister had reasoned that Henry, a Malay fromthe
Phi |i ppi nes, was taken to Spain by Spani sh col onisers and | ater sail ed
wi th Ferdi nand Magel l an's fl eet due west from Spai n by way of South
Anerica and reached the Philippines. The conbi ned j ourney made hi mt he
first man to circumavi gate the worl d.

In countries such as Australia and New Zeal and, nmany young prof essi onal s
slog for half a year and try to save as nuch noney as possi bl e so that
they can hop on to a sailing vessel and see the world.

In Mal aysia, this is possible since nunerous boats are constantly
| ooking for crewor "sailing friends" to go on |long journeys. Picking up
rudi mentary know edge of sailingis sufficient to find yourself on board a
boat and with time and experience, you coul d even gai n enough expertise to
ski pper a vessel.

Sai | i ng brings professionals, businessmen and bl ue-col | ar workers
toget her and on a boat, titles and credentials are of no consequence.

Adek gets to bark out orders to those who are accustoned to giving them
on | and. Because on his boats, Adek rul es.

The opportunities for sailing are trenendous in Malaysia with the al nost
perfect weat her throughout the year. More Ml aysi ans shoul d take up the
hobby and apart fromputting Mal aysia on the world sailing map they can
become our very own di plomats to the rest of the world.

( END)
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