08/ 03/ 2000
Food i mport bill set to decline by 2005: M ni ster

Ei r mal asar e Bani

THE Gover nnent expects to see a mgjor decline in food inport bill by the
year 2005 fol | owi ng several canpaigns and efforts to transformthe
agriculture sector in the country, said Agriculture M nister Datuk Mhd
Ef f endi Norwawi .

He said the campai gns i ncl ude one which encourage small-scale farnmers to
consolidate their efforts as "a group of farmers”, to achi eve higher farm
producti on.

Mohd Effendi said a pilot project was | aunched i n Kelantan invol ving 150
farnmers, whose conbi ned padi field of 600ha has hel ped to i ncrease the
production yield as well as inconme for the farners.

"The problemis not just on the transfer of science and technol ogy. The
nost inportant thing is the transfer of mnds, fromsnall-scale farners to
new entrepreneurs,” he told reporters after the soft |aunch of FoodPro
Asia 2001 in Kual a Lunpur yesterday.

Mal aysia's food i nport bill has been on the increasing trend since 1990.
The figure was further escal ated foll owi ng the depreciation of ringgit due
to the financial and econom ¢ probl emwhich hit the region in 1997.

Last year, the food inport bill stood close to RML1 billion and Mohd
Effendi said the figure will probably reach sone RML2 billion this year.

He said the ministry is currently focussing on certain comodities which
could hel pincrease the investnents fromprivate sector in agriculture.

"I't is about tine that we convince the private sector that agriculture
is aviable area for business ventures. Conpanies | ooking for
diversification should | ook at agriculture as a sector which can give t hem
lucrative returns," he said.

The ministry is expected to hol
the matter in April 24, which wil
Dr Mahat hir Mhamad.

The FoodPro Asia 2001, schedul ed i n August net year, is organi sed by AVB
Exhi bitions Sdn Bhd. It is expected to attract 300 exhi bitors and over
5,000 del egates and trade visitors to the exhibition and forum

AMB Exhi bi ti ons executive chairman Tan Sri Ahnad Must af f a Babj ee sai d
the event isinlinewththe Governnent's effort to make Malaysia into a
food exporter in the next five years.

He said the objectives of the events are to provide a regional platform
for producers, manufacturers, investors, agencies and regulators to
devel op strategi es and forge partnerships for grow h.
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