18/ 06/ 2000

Foreigners use NGOs to interfere, says Dr M

FOREI GNERS have used non-governnental organisations to interfere in the
internal affairs of countries and caused problens for their Governments,
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad sai d yesterday.

He said issues |ike human rights, denocracy, child | abour, rule of |aw,
cronyi smand corruption were used by | ocal and international NGOs to
create tension and riots to destabilise devel opi ng countri es.

"Sonetinmes, the | eaders of devel oped countries even incited NGOs and
ot her bodies to denpnstrate and riot so that the Government is toppled and
repl aced by their puppet governnent," he sai d when openi ng the MCA genera
assenbl y.

Dr Mahathir said they used denocracy and human rights issues to justify
their interference and their unfounded accusati ons.

He also criticised foreign nedia |ike CNN which deliberately painted a
negative picture of Ml aysia whenever an incident |ike the Sipadan
ki dnappi ng occurred.

He urged the Chinese community to ignore such clainms and avoid a narrow
raci al perspective.

When asked | ater by reporters about an U usan Ml aysia report on an
i mpendi ng Cabi net reshuffle which would see the revival of a Law M ni ster
who woul d al so be the Attorney-General, he said he had not heard about it.

"l don't know, ask Utusan," he said.

( END)
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