18/ 10/ 2000

Former Pas sec-gen testifies despite stroke disability

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Forner Pas secretary-general HalimArshat testified
inthe H gh Court today in his RM60 million defanation suit agai nst Sistem
Tel evi si on Mal aysi a Berhad and two ot hers despite having a severe speech
and | anguage i npairnent as a result of a stroke.

H s counsel Mhamad Hani pa Maidin informed the court of Halims
condition and referred to a nedi cal report dated Oct 16 which stated that
the inmpairment caused Halimdifficulties in understandi ng what others said
and in conveying information to others.

Halim 58, suffered the stroke in February 1998.

Judge Datuk Dr R K. Nathan allowed Halims wife, Siti Hawa, to sit
besi de Halimto assist himin understandi ng the questions.

Counsel for both parties also had to repeat the questions slowy and
rephrase certain questions to enabl e hi mto under st and.

At times, Halimhinself asked for the questions to be repeated.

Replying to questions by Mhanad Hani pa, Hali msaid TV3's broadcast of a
Bul etin Ut ama programme at 8pmon Aug 18, 1997, which stated that PAS' s
bi -weekl y tabl oi d Har akah had accused Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad of comi ng out of Islam(nmurtad) was defanmatory.

He sai d Harakah never published such news, adding that the news bulletin
was fal se.

Answering questions in-between | ong pauses, Halimsaid the words used
referred or were understood to refer to hi mbecause he was t hen Pas
secretrary-general and also the pernit holder for Harakah

Later, Harakah managi ng director Datuk Hi shanmuddi n Yahya said his
assessnment of Bulletin Uam's news reports about Pas was that they were
al ways "one si ded"

“I'n many instances, it's confusing especially for people who do not know
of Pas' struggles. The news in Bulletin Utama is untrue and malicious..."

When asked why he had not denanded a clarification fromTV3, he said Pas
knew t hat such demands woul d not be entertai ned.

In the suit against TV3, its operations director Yunus Said and Bul etin
Ut ama producer Rozaireen Ibrahim Halimclained that the words used inthe
news bulletinintheir natural and ordi nary meani ng nmeant, anong ot hers,

t hat Harakah and Pas had published the fal se news t hat was defamatory of
the PMand that Harakah and Pas were vengeful and jeal ous of the PMand
the country.

As a result, Halimsaid he suffered acute enbarrassnment, his
credibility, character and reputati on were tarni shed, and he was
hum |'i at ed.

He is claimng RMO nillion in danages fromeach def endant.

( END)
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