22/ 11/ 2000

Forum expands range of issues di scussed

THE success of the Langkawi International D al ogue, established five years
ago to i ntroduce the broad concept of Smart Partnership between the public
and private sectors, largely for participants fromoutside Ml aysia, can
now be further gauged by the range of issues being addressed by its
participants.

In addition to di scussing matters centred on t he econom es of smart
partners, the | abour nmovenent, social issues and nedi a sectors have t oday
found a place on the LID agenda.

"The cross-pollination of ideas and proposed initiatives wll
significantly inprove the quality of outcomes of this and future
di al ogues," Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad sai d yest er day
when outlining the progress nmade by the di al ogues whi ch began in 1995.

This, he said, had been further reinforced this year, thanks to an aim
and action for greater co-operation anong mnisters, senior officials and
t he business sector.

"W nust continue to refine and stream ine these rel ati onshi ps.

"This can ensure that we can face up to the devel opi ng i npact of
negative i nfluences and the nulti-faceted conplications of globalisation
to achi eve nmeaningful results for the short and | ong-termbenefits of al
our people."

These points and nore will take the smart partners to the next dial ogue
(known as the Southern Africa International Dial ogue 2001) i n Kanpal a,
Uganda next August.

Del egates will dial ogue around the theme "I nvestment C i nmates and
Probl ems of Attracting Foreign Direct | nvestments”.

The d obal 2000-LID focused on maki ng vi si ons happen. This di al ogue al so
di scussed t he need to adequately fi nance t he Conmonweal t h Part nership for
Technol ogy Managenent (CPTM hub in London for tools to support and
i mpl ement the growing |ist of suggestions.

The basic structure of the Smart Partnership novenent, the Prine
M ni st er expl ai ned, i ncluded hubs whi ch woul d continue to dissem nateits
principl es.

The difference between Smart Partnership dial ogues and other forais the
I ack of rules inhibiting frank and open exchanges and shari ng of views and
experi ences.

The fol l ow ng smart groups are set to nmaking visions happen via vari ous
strategi es:

* Mnisters and Senior Oficials Goup - identify focal points within
each hub to co-ordinate i ssues of common interest in each country,
* Social |ssues Group - ensure that nmminstreamsocial issues, |ike

killer di seases and poverty eradication find their way to agendas and
activities of national hubs,
* Busi ness Link - which focused on trade and | nt ernet comuni cation at
this LID, is set to effect an electronic mail |ink of participants.
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