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Forumto di scuss wonen i ssues

FORUM by wonen for wonen
Wirren, when was the |last tinme you asked yoursel f what you want ed?
It iswith this in mnd, that the Body Shop and Marie C aire nmagazi ne
are com ng together to organise a forumon "Wat Wnen Want" on March 19
Hel d in conjunction with International Wnen's Day, the one-day seni nar
will address all issues ranging fromwonmen in politics to wonen in syariah
courts and al so wonen's rights in day-to-day issues.
The forumwi || see the participation of Datuk Shahrizat Jalil, Datin
Paduka Marina Mahat hir, Datuk Maznah Jalil, Zai nah Anwar and Marina Chin
Abdul | ah.
Speakers fromother countries include Shoba De fromlndia and Dr
Kalwanjit Soin and Cl aire Chiang from Si ngapore.
The forum which was | aunched at the Suria KLCC recently, heard strong
voi ces demandi ng t hat wonen's wants be heard.
Managi ng di rector of Body Shop Mal aysia, M na Foong, says that although
worren are now slowly benefiting fromthe changes in policies that support
worren' s rights and cel ebrate wonen's enpowernent, there is still nmuch to
be done.
"This forumwi ||l serve as the platformfor the gathering of all the
t houghts and views of wormen. These will then be presented to the higher
authorities who nmake the decisions," says Foong.
General manager of M Publishing Mal ani Gunaratnam says that the nmedia
pl ays an inportant role and called for support fromall sectors to nmake
the foruma success.
Mari na Chin Abdul | ah says that wonmen's rights are human rights and thus
it is the responsibility of all to nake sure that wonmen's rights are given
to women.
"Wt hout taking issues of wonen into consideration, we would be
excludi ng nore than 50 per cent of the nation," says Marina, who stresses
that wonmen nust ensure that in 10 years' tinme, they wil be in a better
posi tion.
The forum which is open to the public, will be held at JWMarriott
Hotel , Kual a Lunpur and is schedul ed to be officiated by M nister of
International Trade and I ndustry Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz.
The tickets are priced at RW0 and are available at all Body Shop
outlets and the Marie Claire office.
For nore information, please call Panela Noor at 4304855 or Jess Siew at
7324313.
The forumwebsite is at www. wwwrari ecl ai re. com ny
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