19/ 11/ 2000

Founders hail KL's contribution

FOUNDERS and f| agbearers of the smart partnershi p concept anbng emnergi ng
econom es have nade a special nention of Malaysia's contributiontothe
initiative over the past five years.

On the eve of the dobal 2000 Snmart Partnershi p D al ogue i n Langkaw ,

t hey have al so stressed that the initiative has been enbraced not nerely
by participating countries.

Initially adopted by a few Carri bean countries and over 10 nations in
Southern Africa, the smart partnership i dea has caught the interest of
Uganda, Al geria, Ghana, Jordan and several Mediterraneannations.

Sir Ketumile Masire, former president of Bostwana and one of the
founders of the smart partnership concept, believes Ml aysi a has
contributed i mensely in spurring the concept of "prosper thy nei ghbours"

"We |ike to thank Malaysia for its role in pronoting the smart
partnershi p i dea anong devel opi ng econom es, " Masire said, singling out
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad as the architect in making
this areality.

"Nornmal | y when soneone is better than others, he tends not to share his
success.

"Mal aysia is unselfish. It tries to nake other countries as good as it
is, if not better. Again, we thank Mal aysia for taking the lead in
pronoting the forward-|ooking idea."

Masire spoke at the dial ogue's Press briefing yesterday.

He noted that smart partnership, which has been a pillar of Malaysia's
success, has been nmade the thrust of Botswana's 2016 visionto inproveits
econony and maki ng t he nation nore conpetitive and efficient.

A tangi bl e proof of the smart partnership success in Botswana, Zi nbabwe,
Nami bi a and Lesotho - four founding menbers of LID s sister dialogue
Sout hern Africa International Dialogue - is the setting up of smart
partnershi ps hubs in each country.

The hubs, being facilitated by the centralised hub i n London managed by
t he Commonweal t h Part nershi p For Technol ogy Managenent, allowall quarters
access to the smart partnership idea.

G vi ng Uganda' s perspective on Mal aysia's rol e and success, Ugandan
Foreign Affairs Mnistry director Janes Baba said the country was anazed
at how Mal aysi a had evol ved over the past years.

"I'n 1962, Uganda's per capita i ncome was on par with that of Ml aysia,
but nowthe latter's is 50 times better. W want to know how Ml aysi a
achi eved this remarkabl e growth. "

Baba described the LID and SAID foruns as "the factories" that generate
i deas to sol ve probl ems in energi ng econoni es, especially the African
countries. Uganda wi |l host SAID 2001.

Mal t a bureau of standards chairnman Professor Noel Zarb-Adanm has raised
t he prospect of some Mediterranean countries joiningthe emerging
economi es' smart partnership fraternity.

"Malta, Cyprus and even Jordan are keen to foster the idea."

Meanwhi | e, Houston Uni versity econom st Thonas De Gregori poi nted out
that the smart partnership idea has "spread like fire worl dw de" and t hat
t he agendas of this year's forumare relevant to the current gl oba
i ssues.
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