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Umo- Johor
FOUR DI VI SI ON HEADS | N JOHOR REFUTE MUHYI DDI N S CLAI M

JOHOR BAHARU, March 14 (Bernama) -- Four Umo division heads in Johor
today denied there are directives by certain quarters to bl ock nom nations
for Tan Sri Muhyiddin Yassin to stand for a vice-president's post in the
Umo el ection in My.

The four division heads who nmade the denial at a press conference at
the Johor Menteri Besar's Office here were Adam Abdul Hamid (Senai), O hnman
Jais (Seganat), Datuk Mazlan Abu (Bakri) and Baharom Abdul Ghani (Cel ang
Pat ah) .

Batu Pahat Ummo divi sion head Dat uk Zai nal abi di n Mohamed Zin who was
schedul ed to be present at the press conference was absent.

"We did not want to nake any statement initially because it is an
i nternal problembut we were forced to cone out with the statenent as it
has been made known to the public including coments fromthe party
president. We feel responsible to cone up with a statenent,” Adam sai d.

He said initially Johor Umo decided to nom nate only Menteri Besar
Dat uk Abdul Ghani O hman for the post of vice-president and this decision
was arrived at during the Johor Umo Liaison neeting held before the
general election in Novenber |ast year

He said the suggestion canme from Mazl an but |ater the Johor Umo
Li ai son nmeeting deci ded to adopt an open stand on noni nations for the
Vi ce-presidenci es as there happened to be many candi dates, and this
deci sion was based on the views of Abdul CGhani who is also chairman of the
Johor Umo Li ai son body.

Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, at a nedi a conference
here, yesterday, said Mihyiddin should prove his allegation to the Suprene
Council to enable it to look into the matter deeply.

Last Sunday, Mihyiddin who is al so Pagoh Umo division head cl ai ned
that 16 out of the 20 Umo divisions in Johor had been directed by certain
guarters against nom nating himfor the vice-presidency.

The Donestic Trade and Consuner Affairs Mnister clained that the
di vi si ons concerned had been directed to nom nate only the Menteri Besar as
the sol e candi date from Johor for the vice-presidency.

Apart from Abdul Ghani and Muhyi ddi n, another |eader from Johor vying
for the post of vice-president is Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d
Al bar who is al so deputy chairman of the Johor Umo Liaison Body and head
of the Kota Tinggi Ummo division

"It's unfair of Muhyiddin to say that there are certain directives to
bl ock nom nations for him" said Adam addi ng that Mihyiddin's statenment
could give an inpression to the other states that there were actually such
obstructions whereas there was really no truth to it.

He sai d Muhyi ddin should not worry about the nom nations as he coul d
obtain themfromthe other states and there was necessity for himto depend
nmerely on the Johor support.

Mazl an sai d Johor Umo was nature and the divisions valued their
integrity.

"We nmake our assessnent based on (the candi date's) performance.

Candi dat es from out si de Johor are also contesting. If a candidate is not
qualified, then he is not eligible," he said.
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