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Frequent visits yielding results

Chok Suat Ling in Leeds, United Ki ngdom

FREQUENT vi sits by Mal aysian | eaders to Britain to neet | ocal students
pur sui ng hi gher education there has hel ped themgain an insight into
current political devel opments in Ml aysi a.

This in turn hel ps themput matters in the proper perspective and
expl ain issues to ot her Mal aysi ans and al so forei gn students curi ous about
the country's political devel opnents.

The Leeds branch Umo C ub advi ser Azhali Baharun said Ml aysi an
students in the UK were at times confused with various reports on Ml aysi a
inthe foreign nedia, but neetings with | eaders fromMal aysi a had enabl ed
themto obtain a clearer picture

"This is the consensus of all Umo Clubs in the UK W, therefore
wel cone nore visits from Ml aysi an | eaders.

"One recent visitor to students at the university was Deputy Education
M ni st er Dat uk Abdul Azi z Shansuddi n. These neeti ngs enabl e us to explain
i ssues to students who ask us what is going on back hone."

He said the neetings were informal in nature and students were
encouraged to ask questi ons.

Azhal i was speaking to Mal aysian journalists on a tour of UK
uni versities organi sed by the British Council.

University of Leeds liaison office head of international and school s
Davi d Baker sai d Mal aysi an students at UK uni versities were generally,
however, nore focused on their studies than the political goings-on back
hone.

"Many are menbers of societies at their respective universities, but the
activities they are involved in are not political in nature. They join the
Mal aysi a Si ngapore Soci ety, for instance, which organi ses cul tural
activities and soci al get-togethers.

"Ml aysi an students realise that a | arge i nvest ment has been made on
their studies and dabbling in politically-flavoured activities are a
di straction.

"They are aware that their parents had spent a |l arge sumof noney to
send t hemabroad for hi gher educati on, and those on schol arship realise
the huge investnent that had been nmade."

Meanwhi | e, Mal aysi an students who attended a tal k by Prime M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad recently at the University of Manchester
Institute of Science and Technol ogy described it as i nformative.

Many students fromthe nei ghbouring University of Manchester had al so
attended the talk.

"The hal | swarnmed with students," said Tan Chin Yen, 21, who i s pursuing
a BA (Econs) at the University of Manchester.

"The Prine M nister spoke on a nunber of issues, among themthe
country's political devel opnents. Many students had al so attended just to
see Dr Mahathir in person.”

Tan said Mal aysi an students in the UK kept in touch with the
devel opnents in the country, includingthat pertainingpolitics, but the
maj ority considered their studies a bigger priority.
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