16 NOV 2000
Mahat hi r - Fuj i nori
FUJI MORI SEEKI NG POLI TI CAL ASYLUM IN M SI A "LAUGHABLE", SAYS PM

By: Ahmad Fuad Yahya

BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN, Nov 16 (Bernama) -- Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanmad today di smissed a news report that Peruvian Presi dent
Al berto Fujinori is seeking political asylumin Mal aysia, saying "that's a
| aughabl e t hi ng".

"(No request), | only learn it fromhim he was telling ne (that) the
people are telling that | amgoing to Mal aysia to seek political asylum?"”
he said in between | aughter during a news conference at |stana Darut Tagwa,
where he was residing during the Apec summt.

A foreign news report today said Fujinori, who is facing donmestic
political problens, is seeking political asylumin Ml aysia.

Dr Mahathir, Fujinori and | eaders from 19 ot her econonies including US
President Bill dinton, Chinese President Jiang Zem n and Russi an Presi dent
Viadimr Putin were here since Tuesday to attend the Ei ghth Asia-Pacific
Econom ¢ Cooperation Leaders' summt.

The summt ended today with a | eaders' declaration entitled "Delivering
to the Comunity".

When asked on Malaysia's policy in giving political asylum Dr
Mahat hir, who was speaking to Mal aysian journalists, said: "Wll, sone
peopl e cone and stay in our country but it is not our policy to give
political asylunt.

The prime minister said although he and Fujinori were good friends, it
did not nean that he was giving himasyl um

"He is going to Japan (after Apec). | asked himwhere he is going...he
said to Japan. He has no problens to be running away fromhis country,"” he
sai d.

Meanwhi | e, Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hamid Al bar said in Kual a
Lunpur that the government "was not aware of any such nove".

He told foreign reporters after presenting a donation to Mekong Val |l ey
flood victinse at Wsna Putra that the governnment does not respond to news
reports and said: "I think we'll leave it as that".

Fujinori visited Ml aysia during an Apec forum which was held in the
country in Novenber 1998.
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